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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


This, the "Public Libraries" issue, is the first of a guest- 
edited series of three special "Librarian" issues, Miss Mildred 
Selby, children's librarian of the Boise Public Library, has done 
a fine piece of collecting and editing. We have worked together, 
with the help of many worthwhile contributions, to produce an issue 
that should be of value to all ISLA members - and prospective ones, 
as well. The enthusiasm and hard work shown in the reports and 
statements from public libraries all over Idaho indicates that 
making bricks without straw - or providing effective library service 
of restricted budgets - is possible. 


But, like poor mad Mr. Dick in "David Copperfield," with his 
"King Charles! head," I always come back to our big problem as Idaho 
librarians - to supply adequate library service praugbous the state, 
We are planning, for next May, a series of distric meetings 
which should help, particularly, librarians in the small public 
libraries of Idaho, (More details about tnis meeting will be pub- 
lished in the January "Librarian.") Between now and May will come 
a session of the state legislature which should be productive of 
some legislation beneficial to Idaho library service, The cooper- 
ation of all is asked to back whatever bill or bills finally emerge 
as our target for 1953. As this issue shows, we librarians can 
do much with little, but, to be Dickensian again, like Oliver 
Twist, we want moreJ 


And now, please turn the page to read a well-earned tribute 
to one of Idaho's pioneers in librarianship, whose most recent 
accolade was an honorary membership conferred by the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association this year, I believe every ISLA 
member will happily join with me in dedicating this first "Publin 
Libraries" issue to Miss Jessie Fraser, 


Eli M. Oboler 
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JESSIE FRASER: LIBRARIAN EXEMPLAR 


A good library in any man's town is insurance against many of life's 
major ills, It is insurance against boredom, against mental decay, 
against what the biblical moth and rust might accomplish. In truth, it 
is the living cell of progress, 


But of what value is the perfect instrument without the skilled 
brain and hand behind it? When all is said and done, it is the lib- 
rarian that is the moving force in the life of a Public Library. 


The Twin Falls Public Library was unusually fortunate in having 
as its first librarian a young woman not only well grounded in the 
science and philosophy of library work, but a woman with high ideals 
in the performance of duty, a young woman of decisive and definite 
character, Miss Fraser earned her librarian's degree in the River- 
side Library School in California, Her initial education in library 
administration was augmented through the years by frequent attendance 
at national, regional, and state conferences, and summer courses 
in this work which lies close to her heart. In the classification 
of books, many of which are in the debatable field, she has demon- 
strated the value of her analytical mind, Her administration of the 
business affairs of the Twin Falls Public Library is a source of 
satisfaction and pride to her library board, 


Miss Fraser has been a member in a number of civic organizations 
where at all times she furthered the interests of the library. A 
valued member of the Business and Professional Women's Club, she has 
served many years on their board of control, and she has also served 
as advisor to the Twentieth Century Club, a women's civic club. She 
is well known in the field of book-reviewing, which calls for an 
analytical survey, coupled with a trenchant wit - both qualities of 
which she is the charming possessor, Many a young woman who has 
gone out into successful library work was trained by her exacting 
codes: "Nothing but the best when working with the written word," 


A separate children's department has long been her dream, but 
not until this present year was that ambition to be realized, 
Miss Edith Dygert, a trained childram's librarian, was instrumental 
in perfecting the details of the depdytment, thus bringing to life 
this dream, 


It is our pleasure to quote from a eulogy printed in the 
Twin Falls Times-News at the time of Miss Fraser's resignation: 


"From the deeps of experience comes victory, a victory that 
wears its laurel with serenity, its rue with acceptances a victory 
founded in the fundamentals of humane endeavor, This is a sil- 
houette of Jessie Ann Fraser, librarian of the Twin Falls Public 
Library over a span of thirty-five years, Her honesty, her rece 
titude, her dignity in office, gave promise of a rich harvest to 
come, a promise bountifully fulfilled. Works were the living seeds 
which she sowed in the minds of her public = child, youth, and 
adult, 
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"The interest of Miss Fraser's story lies in the variety and 
vitality of her experience with her readers, an experience which fused 
human comedy with tragedy. Throughout her full-time career as librarian 
she has maintained a searching, compassionate touch with the mentally 
hungry. Through her Scottish inheritance she is endowed with a love 
of books, and is keenly aware of their great value in the building of 
character, and also their definite function in molding the standards of 
a community. For the plain people of her town, of which we are many, 
no effort has been too great in fostering our desires, our hopes, and 
our ambitions, fully appreciating that the inner man must grow or perish. 
Yet hers was the fine art of never letting us know how little we knew, 

\ 


"Miss Fraser's was the enviable task of opening the gates of life, 
To the children she flung wide the portals of fairyland, and to the 
adult the broadening vistas of history, achievement and knowledge. In 
her recent appointment by the city as library consultant, Miss Fraser 
is meeting a long-time demand, 


"Through her long years of service she has made the light of 
literature to touch the valleys of life, and overflow the hills, and 
bring close the stars." 


Edith MacDonald Graham 
Member, Library Board 
Twin Falls Public Library 
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PUPPETS ARE FUNI 


The children's department of the Carnegie Public Library of Caldwell, 
Idaho has presented puppet shows as a part of the story hour program 
for three years, It has been and continues to be fun for everyone, 


Children are dramatic by nature, and performing puppets gives them 
dramatic joy for which they have a natural craving. They develop a 
sense of humor, which is a sense of proportion and learn to use their 
imagination in creative effort. For the time, the performers are the 
are the fascinating characters they picture in their imagination, 

The enchantment of fairyland to them becomes real because they are a 


part of it. 


For our library project we use a portable two piece stage which 
we place on a substantial table. It is large enough to permit three 
actors to operate from the rear and at the same time, The stringed 
marionettes are of both the professional type and homemade, We en- 
courage children to make their own puppets, 


The steps we follow in preparing for a show are simple. 

1) We select a well-known story that is loved by everyone 
who is taking part in the play, We discuss the characters in the story 
and adapt the story for use as a play. We usually decide upon three 
acts and the number of scenes to be used in each act, Then we plan 
backdrops, props and costumes, 

2) We cast the parts, This is easy, as the children have 
by this time decided which part each wants to play and can perform 
beste 

3) In rehearsing for the play we depend upon impromptu 
rendering of parts; the performance is then spontaneous and natural, 


Among the plays we have given ares 
"Oscar in the Hospital" from "All About Oscar the Trained Seal" 
by Mabel Neikirk, 
"Snow-White and Rose-Red" from Fairy Tales by Grimm, 
"Georgie" by Robert Bright. 


We are planning our fall and winter program and some of the stories 
we have chosen are; "The Snow Queen" by Hans C. Andersen, "The Hungry 
Old Witch" from "Ghosts and Goblins" by Wilhelmina Harper, and "Alex- 
ander's Christmas Eve" by Marjorie Knight, 


. Dorothy E. Doane 
Children's Librarian 
Carnegie Public Library 
Caldwell, 


ANNUAL REPORT, 1951-52 (EXCERPTS) 


(The following pages include selected excerpts from the very 
interesting report made recently by Miss, Marion Orr, which she has 
consented to have published hereinafter.) 


To the Board of Trustees 
Idaho Falls Public Library 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


In presenting this annual report I should like first to pay 
tribute to the members of the Staff who have served so faithfully under 
difficult conditions during the past few years, Each one has filled in 
wherever and whenever needed. They have accepted sudden changes of 
schedule and added work burdens willingly and happily. I know that 
sometimes it was not easy to do so and I appreciate their attitude and 
their loyalty to the Library, 


IF 

That little word scems to be our theme song these days. I find 
myself or some staff member saying repeatedly-eIf we can keep the staff 
we have, or, if we can get the new staff members we want, we can do this 
or that; if business isn't too rushing this Summer, we may almost catch 
up with the back work; if we have enough money to rebuild our stock 
which is deteriorating badly and fast, we can keep up our service; if 
we can ever get caught up, we can enlarge or improve our service}; 
the schools make the moves they are planning, it will ease many of our 
noon and rush hour problems; if the Y.M,C.A. can get into their new 
building and put their noon hour recreation program into effect, it 
will help further to solve our noon hour discipline problems; if, if, 
if, ------- 
~~ However, no one is sitting around waiting for the if conditions to 
happen, Everyone is planning and working so that we shall enter the 
busy winter season of 1952-1953 with less handicap of undone work than 
for several years, 


In March 1939 we put two-thirds of the book stock and all other 
stock in storage when we had to move out of our building while it was 
being remodeled. We operated for one year in the old Central School 
building on the 0, E, Bell Junior High grounds. Considering the adverse 
conditions under which we were working it is surprising that the cir- 
culation drop was only 6,000 volumes. 

You, no doubt, remember the intense interest and curiosity with which 
the public watched our building program and which brought them to see and 
use the new building by the thousands, Many people registered and used 
the library who had never used it before and some of whom we knew would 
be only temporary patrons, In the annual report for that year we stated 
that it would probably be a number of years before we should again have 
a circulation of 98,000, The drop to 92,000 the follwing year was about 
what we expected. 

Then came World War II with the United States! entrance into it 
December 7, 1941, Our community life was almost totally disrupted. 
People left the community to enter govirmment service eititier in the 


Armed Forces or in offieé' work or to get into defense projects or other 
war work, New people who moved in felt they were only temporary resi- 
dents and did not establish a normal way of life in the, to them, new 
community. No defense or war industries of any size came to Idaho Falls 
to bring us the problems of sudden expansion that troubled many libraries, 

Circulation and library use as a whole skidded to 79,275 for 1942-3, 
and a further gradual decline to the end of the war to 69,230 for 194-5. 
The staff also declined in number and to some extent in quality because 
we were unable to replace members who entered the services with qual- 
ified people, 

However, due to a smaller staff we were as busy during the war 
years as before and after, Red Cross work and other local projects 
connected with the war occupied much of people's time, but most of them 
took time for some serious, as well as escape, reading. I think that 
in no other period save perhaps the depths of the depression, did people 
so generally express their appreciation for the Library and its services. 

With the end of the war many people who had left here for war or 
defense work returned, life began to return to a somewhat more leisurely 
pace and circulation began to climb immediately from a low of 69,230 
in 1944-1945 to 73,015 in 1945-1946 and up to another peak of 95,076 
in 1949-1950, 

At this time three things happened which have deeply affected 
the Library's work, The first two were temporary, One was the wave 
of illnesses which affected every member of the staff, some of them 
very seriously. There were many mornings during the following year 
when we wondered if we could keep open all day, It was not possible to 
get any local people to help us out because a totally untrained and 
inexperienced person would have been that much more drag on the al- 
ready overburdened remainder of the staff. This, with the cut in our 
appropriation and lower percentage of taxes paid in December, made it 
impossible to employ a trained person if one could have been found, 

Matters were further complicated by the coming of the headquarters 
of the Atomic Energy Project. The employees and their families have 
been delighted to find such a well organized and supported library in 
a community of this size and most of them, adults and children, became 
very active patrons. 

The combination of these three events made it necessary to cut 
services somewhere so that we could serve the people who came to the 
desk, Our work with children had always been a much larger proportion 
of the total work than in most libraries, That was one of the reasons 
the schools had neglected their libraries which they are now being 
forced to develop in order to retain their standing in the Northwest 
Accrediting Association, Therefore, the logical place to cut seemed 
to be in our work with schools, Another reason for the cut there was 
the very serious illness of Mrs. Fackler, the Children's Librarian, 
and her assistant, Mrs, Miles, This cut caused a heavy drop in cire 
culation in the Children's Room while that in the Adult Department 
increased, Had the figures for 1950-1;51 been for twelve instead of 
eleven months the drop for the year would have been some 6700 less, 

This past year there has been an 8,193 volume increase in the 
Adult Department and a further drop of 2,195 in the Children's Room, 
The slide there was halted when it became possible to resume some of 
our school cooperation during recent months, In spite of this condi- 
tion the Juvenile circulation is still 7 per cent of the total while 
many libraries consider hO per cent a goal to be desired, 


ATOMIC LNERGY COMMISSION PROJECT 


We greatly enjoy our contacts with the people who have come to 
our community as a result of this Project. We have made no attempt 
to serve their research needs, The government has made the State 
College Library a depository for such material and the college is 
making heavy purchases in the technical field. The project and con- 
tractors are establishing libraries for their "on the job" needs, 

However, a number of them have made use of our interlibrary loan 
‘privileges through the Northwest Bibliographic Center. That is a phase 
of our service upon which many have commented favorably. Most of them, 
after having been at Oak Ridge or Los Alamos, are pleasantly surprised 
to find such complete service as we are able to give them, 

While the sudden growth of the city taxes our stock and staff, the 
situation will undoubtedly adjust itself considerab-» as new housing 
units come into the city and under taxation. In tic meantime, we try 
to give, with a smile, the best service we can and ~'1 citizens, old 
and new, seem to appreciate our efforts and cooper?’ with us, For 
this we are grateful, 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


It seems to us that most of our work comes in the field of public 
relations, However, from the publicity angle we were able to do a bit 
more than we did last year, During the summer the Chamber of Commerce 
issued a leaflet entitled "You'll Enjoy Life in Idaho Falls" to be dis- 
tributed by the A. E, C. to the people whom their project brought into 
the community and to other newcomers, The Library was among the facil- 
ities featured, 

One of our student assistants, Colleen Frandsen, has edited a Public 
Library paragraph in the weekly issues of the High School paper "The Spud", 
As usual the Post Register has been most generous in publishing our lists 
of new books and such news items as we have had time to give them, That 
these are read by the public is evidenced by the reaction we get to even 
short items such as the request for information about the pack train 
that was snowed in on Crow Creek which brought a response from as 
far away as California as well as from local citizens, Feature items 
such as "Librarians Bombarded With A Variety Of Queries" on our re~- 
ference work and "Library Microfilms Newspaper Files" always brings 
a lot of comment. People clip lists of new books and bring them with 
them for sometime after their appearance searching for items on them, 

Miss Irwin has had charge of exhibits on bulletin boards and in 
the table, Most of these have fitted into the calendar of current 
events--Holidays, Book Week, new books, United Nations Week, etc. 

Some have featured special services of the Library as music, art and 
Idahoans, 

Two art exhibits came from the outside, We borrowed a fashion 
design exhibit from the Traphagen School in New York and the High 
School borrowed an exhibit of Modern Art from the Los Angeles Art 
Center, We exchanged these so that each one reached a larger audience 
than it would if shown in only one place, 

In the Spring we cooperated with the P.T.A., the A.A.U.W., the 
book stores and the schools in the Children's Book Fair held in the 
Junior High School, The books for the Fair were furnished by pub- 
lishers of children's literature and was under the direction of Mrs. 
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Ruth Tooze, director of the Children's Book Shop in Michigan City, 
Indiana, and a former librarian, 

Mrs, Fackler took a display of books to a fall meeting of the 
Hawthorne P.T.A. and lead a discussion on children's reading, She 
reviewed "Albert Schweitzer, Genius Of The Jungle" by Gollomb for 
one circle of the Baptist Women's Society and at another showed 
pictures and books of Arizona and its Indians when Indian missions 
was their topic. 

The local U.N. National Communities Campaign Committee on 
promotion of interest in the U.N. asked for a library representative, 
Mrs. Fackler was appointed to serve in this capacity and as part of 
her work prepared for publication a list of material in the Library 
on the U.N. The Librarian discussed the Library~School situation at 
a general teachers meeting, At the guest-day session of the Round 
Table Club the Librarian talked on the history of the Library and 
led a discussion on new books of timely interest. 

During the year fifty-one classes visited the Library and re- 
ceived some instruction in using it. Two years ago there were 117 
class visits, but only 12 last year, The drop was due to increased 
general business and the large amount of illness among staff members, 
Next year we hope to have more visits, In addition to these classes, 
the teachers taking an extension course in Children's literature 
visited twice as a group and individuals did much work here, Valley 
students of the Rick's College extension course for school librarians 
also spent much time here and a couple of times we loaned them a 
group of books for class work. During the summer we taught a class 
of four apprentices, 


SATURDAYS 


Saturdays were formerly the <ne day of the week to which we 
looked with most pleasure, It was a busy day and brought a different 
group of patrons with a more varied list of questions, but there was 
no rush, This year we have had the "different group of patrons with 
a more varied list of questions" in quantity, Students, singly and 
in groups, have been here from Fort Hall and other high schools 
north to Ashton, The nearby colleges, U.A.C. at Logan; I.5.C. at 
Pocatello; Ricks College at Rexburg; and even more distant colleges 
have often been represented in considerable numbers, 

Family groups have come to use both departments, This has 
been especially noticeable among the A.E.C. people and among others 
who live in the new additions at considerable distance from the 
center of town, Club women and teachers from neighboring communities 
have combined a shopping trip and use of the Library on their free day. 
Saturday is still our most interesting day but also the busiest, 

Many times many of our local High School students have not found 
room to work and had to wait for “someday next week" to work on their 
projects, 


Miss Marion Orr 
Librarian, 
Idaho Falls Public Library 
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WE'RE BURSTING WITH PRIDE 


Like so many small libraries in rural communities the McCall Public 
Library was started by the local Women's Club, Each Club member 
brought one or two books and the library was established in a small 
building. 

Our library is now located in the City Hall and although it is still 
under sponsorship of the Payette Lakes Progressive Club, the Village Board 


levies a tax to maintain it, This year our budget is A, 700.00--$1,4,50.00 
from tax levy and $250.00 from library receipts, 

Children under 1 years of age use the library free of charge, All 
elder users pay 25¢ per year for their cards, 

A "story hour" is held each Saturday morning from 10 to 11 A.M, during 
the summer vacation period, 

During the school year the school has requested a library period 
once every two weeks in ezch room, Short summaries of both old and new 
books are presented to the various grades, 

National Book Week is observed by holding "Open House" one after- 
noon during that week, The Social Committee of the Payette Lakes Pro- 
gressive Club sponsors this affair, This is always a huge success. Last 
year about 200 people signed the guest book. (No charge is made and 
our patrons are delighted to get something for nothing.) 

Our book stock totals 5,699 volumes, (312) adult and 1575 juvenile.) 
Our supply of reference books is meager, but we have found other Public 
and School Libraries, along with the Idaho State Traveling Library, most 
kind and helpful in loaning us material, 

Last year our circulation totaled 12,785 books. (Adult non-fiction 
452, juvenile non-fiction 576, adult fiction 4,103, juvenile fiction, 7,663.) 

Each year we think we have reached the peak in circulation, but for . 
the first seven months of this year we have loaned 8,99 books and it 
would appear that we might exceed last year's circulation, 

According to the last census the population of our picturesque 
little village was 1,100 souls, Besides serving our own people, and 
the tourists, we have loaned books to residents of Adams and Idaho 
Counties and any and all comers from all parts of our own county. Being 
a resort town, we have visitors from all parts of the United States, 
Believe me, we are very proud when people from the east and large cities 
praise our little library. 

Those aren't flying saucers you've been seeing--they're the buttons 
off our clothes--WE'RE BURSTING WITH PRIDEJ 


Edith Vassar 
Librarian, 
_MeCall Public Library 


(Patronize our advertiserss tell them where you saw the adj) 
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PLANS AND PROGRESS 


During the last few months, several changes have taken place in 
the Pocatello Public Library, Although many members of the staff are 
still with us we have three new members, When Mr, Paul Scott, Head 
Librarian, resigned June 1, Mrs, Ruth Higgins became acting Librarian, 
by appointment of the new Library Board. She is a graduate of Simmons 
College Library School, and had worked in the New York Public Library 
before coming to Idaho, Mrs, Mary E. Hunt resigned after 23 years of 
service on July 1. She will still be available for substitute service 
as needed, and we will call on her for advice, as her knowledge of this 
library is invaluable, Mrs, Margaret Pierce, our new Reference Librarian, 
attended Denver Library School, and worked at the Oakland Public Library 
prior to receiving her appointment in September, 

Mrs, Higgins and Mrs, Pierce have both been busy making new plans 
for the Library. Some of these plans are still in the formative stage, 
but several of them are already in effect, Still in the offing arér 
projected story hour programs in the children's department. With the 
cooperation of Dr. Vio Mae Powell of Idaho State College, skits, 
puppet shows, and playlets will also be enacted for the benefit of the 
younger members of the community. We are taking our cue from many 
other libraries in America and planning a Friends of the Library group. 
This group, made up of interested persons in the community, would meet 
regularly to help in various library activities, make suggestions on 
new books, and assist the library in many other capacities. One of 
the worthiest of these activities is a books-on-film program, in 
which volunteers go to homes of bed-ridden children and adults, and 
project books, which have been microfilmed, on to the ceiling, We 
have a machine which was presented some years ago by the Lions Club 
of Pocatello, but it has not been put to the good use that it might 
have, because of lack of volunteers to do this work. 

Some of the innovations which have already been started are: 
library orientation of school children, the co-sponsoring of a Book 
Fair with the Board of Education and the Book Arcade, a local book- 
store, and a change in the book arrangement of the library, The or- 
ientation work had not been carried on for several years, and it was 
felt that such an important part of education should be reinstated as 
soon as possible, We have also made many changes in the physical set- 
up, and have moved the reference room to a more convenient alcove, 
where the teen-agers do homework, and adults do research work quietly 
without interruption. A new teen-age section has been added which 
makes those books more easily found by that group, and leaves more 
room on the other shelves for more adult tastes, 

We feel that we have already made a good beginning in making 
changes that will improve the Pocatello Public library, and hope to 
make many more within the next few months, 


Mrs. Ruth Higgins 
Acting Librarian, 
Pocatello Public Library 


ON OUR WAY 


After years of struggling to build our library to its present 
capacity, we now find our three small rooms far from adequate for our 
accumulation of books, The prospects for a new library are encouraging 
and plans are being worked out for a new library building. 

This year we added to our reference department the latest edition 
of the Americana Encyclopedia, It has already been used extensively 
since the beginning of school this fall, 

Rural library service is more extensive already this year than 
the service extended last year, 

Our local papers have given us front page space for any library 
news we send them. In this way we hope to make the people in the 
community more conscious of the service we can render them, 

Using the suggestion made at our library convention in May, we 
have made contact with our local broadcasting station, KRXK, and they 
have been cooperating with us by giving us time each week on the air 
for our special library news, No definite program has as yet been 
worked out, but a committee has been appointed to get this organized. 


Anna M, Craven 
Librarian, 
Rexburg Public Library 
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NEW JUVENILE DEPARTMENT 


At long last the Juvenile Department of the Twin Falls Public 
Library has a lovely room of its own. We feel that this is our step 
forward for the year, 

For some time we have been planning and hoping to move our Juven- 
ile Department downstairs but owing to circumstances the move was delayed. 

This last year we have had a trained children's librarian, Mrs, 
Merle Hughes, helping us part-time, She kindly offered to do a great 
deal of the planning and organizing for the new department which she did 
efficiently. 

We closed the library on a Friday and Saturday in July and all the 
staff, including two summer members, and also some boys to help, - 
accomplished wonders and were ready to welcome our young borrowers on 
Monday. 

We think our room with its light birch furniture, attractive floor 
covering, and pretty draperies is very inviting. Approximately 8000 
books are available for the children, plus the latest magazins of interest 
to children, We hope the boys and girls will enjoy a room of their own, 
Our formal opening was held at an’ open house from 2-5 pm, Sunday, Sep- 
tember 21. It will take time and experience to get everything arranged 
satisfactorily and running well, but we hope for good results, Children's 
library hours are from 12-1, and 3-6 pm school days, and 10-5 on 
Saturday, Evening hours are more or less reserved for junior and senior 
high students and adults, 

Mrs, Alice H, Olesberg, who took her training at the University 
of Minnesota and who has been with us the last year, is our new 
Children's Librarian, She has had two month's leave this summer to 
finish her work at the University of Minnesota. We think she will 
have interesting plans for the department, 

As many of you know, Miss Fraser resigned August 1 because of 
ill health, It was with great regret that her resignation was accepted 
by the Board, the staff, and the general public. While her place cannot 
be filled, we are carrying on the best we can, hoping to get more 
trained help soon, 

We are happy and fortunate that Miss Fraser has been appointed 
consulting librarian, 

Sometime this year we may join the charging machine enthusiasts, 

If we do, we will count that another step forward, 

As we start another busy year, we hope to give the schools and 

the general public the best service we are able to give. 


Edith Dygert 
Librarian, 
Twin Falls Public Library 


(Patronise our advertisers; tell tnem where you saw the ad!) 


TOWARD AN IDAHO BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Four years ago, the chairman of the English Department of Idaho 
State College, Mr. W. F. Jacob, realizing that an urgent need existed 
for a bibliography of Idaho writers and writings, made plans for the 
department to compile such a bibliography, This bibliography, he 
specified, was to have two divisions: (1) Idaho writers, past and 
present (2) writings about Idaho by non-Idahoans, past and present. 
The word past takes us back--particularly in the second division--to 
befor the turn of the nineteenth century; the word writings includes 
everything from agriculture to zoology. 


From the Idaho Writers! League, we obtained the names of all 
members. To these we added the names of living people listed as Idaho 
writers in Northwest Books. We added names from other sources, prominent 
among which was a list compiled by Miss Marion Orr of the Idaho Falls 


Library. 


During that summer (1948) we mailed to these Idaho writers more than 
700 explanatory letters, accompanied by questionnaires on the writers 
and their writings. About half of these questionnaires were returned 
with the information desired, Some were returned unclaimed, 


After having waited a reasonable length of time for the question- 
naires to be returned, we mailed a special letter and a questionnaire to 
each library and each newspaper in the state. This questionnaire listed 
the names of those people in the vicinity of the library or newspaper 

who had-sent in their questionnaires and those who had not. We re- 
quested the library or the newspaper to do four things: (1) encourage 
those who had not returned the questionnaires to do so promptly (2) give 
us information about those listed who were no longer in the vicinity 

(3) give us the names of any additional writers in the vicinity (lh) send 
us information about any Idaho writer of the past and any writings about 
Idaho by non-Idahoans, past and present. About a third of these question- 
naires were returned with very helpful information, used for additional 
mailing lists and for our bibliographical files. 


That fall, Miss Marion Orr, who about 1930 had begun to compile 
information about Idaho writers, sent us her notebooks containing the 

very helpful information collected during the time - probably two years - 
when she had resources available for work on this project. 


Early in 1949, she opened to us her files of Idahoana - titles of 
writings by Idahoans and works about Idaho by non-Idahoans, These files 
gave us excellent supplementary information, 


I continued working on the project during all the time I could 
spare from my teaching program, and the department secured for the 
project all the stenographic help that funds would allow. I used all 
library resources here, at Idaho Falls, and at the University of Utah. 
We established contact with the Library of Congress. We continued 
close contact with the Idaho Writers! League, 
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In the late summer of 1950, Miss Orr, chairman of the Committee 
for the Collection of Bio-Bibliographical Data for Northwest Libraries, 
appointed the English Department as the collection center for bio- 
bibligraphical data on Idaho writers. During the next eighteen months, 
we mailed to Idaho writers - on old and new check lists - approximately 
500 letters and data sheets (the latter prepared by Miss Orr) and re- 
ceived about 250 replies. 


The work is, of course, being continued. I have given the project 
all time free from my teaching load. I have spent the entire summers of 
1951, and 1952 on the project. A part-time stenographer has assisted. 
In the spring of 1951 when their teaching loads were not as heavy as 
usual, three other English professors assisted in collecting references, 
hibrarians in the state volunteered additional information on writers, 
We have continually received advice about proceedures from the librarians 
at Idaho State College, from Miss Orr, and from a number of others, 
Professors at ISC have given advice concerning the collection of material 
in their fields and have graciously taken time to appraise material col- 
lected. 


Our aim intle:project is to make the bibliography reasonably com- 
plete, reasonably accurate, and usable. To achieve completeness we are 
taking down all references possible so that we may have a mimeographed 
list of all authors and writings available. ‘Some of these references. 
can not be given space in a published bibliography, but the department 
will have the record in mimeographed form, to be made available to any- 
one desiring the information, We are constantly striving for accuracy, 
and frequently testing for usability. 


What progress have we made on this immense project? We have in 
mimeographed form approximately 7,500 references--more than 4,000 of 
these are to the writings of Idahoans; 3,300 are to writings about Idaho 
by non-Idahoans. In the files, nearly ready to be mimeographed, are 
between 7,000 and 8,000 references--about 1,500 by Idaho writers and 
approximately 6,000 by non-Idahoans. The total number of references 
collected is between 15,000 and 16,000. The references are to books, 
general pamphlets, theses; publications of societies, institutions, and 
state governments; publications of the United States government; magazine 
articles, short stories, and poems, The forty subjects represented in- 
clude agriculture, amusements, bacteriology, biology, biography, geology, 
history, juvenile and junior writings, literature, politics and govern- 
ment, transportation and communication, and a number of others. 


Most of the references in both divisions are annotated, 


In addition, we have in mimeographed form the biographical data 
on 691 Idaho writers. This data, which has been obtained from all 
available sources, covers 587 typed pages, For 72 of these writers 
we have assembled references to critical information. To go along 
with the biographical sketches we have about 135 photographs pasted 
in albums, 


The mimeographed biographical and critical information, stapled in 
unite of 25 pages, can be made available to interested people now. 
Copies of the references to writings by Idahoans can be made available 


as soon as an author index is finished. 


We are not through collecting bibliographical or biographical 
We think that we have nearly complete information on the 


materials. 


great majority of Idaho writers and writings. And we have com leted 
some big blocks of work on writings about Idaho by non-Idahoans; for 
instance, we have collected all the references to Idaho geology from 
1785 to the present, and all (reasonably all) of the publications of the 
United States government about Idaho between 1789 and 1951. Still there 


is much checking to be done, 


When we come to a good stopping place, we’ 


will edit the references carefully and publish a book. 


Verily, like Gottlieb in Arrowsmith, we have learned "the beautiful 


dullness of long labors." 


Maralyn Morton 
Assistant Professor of English 
Idaho State College 


"Our research has raised the 
question whether the library boardg 
should not include some very di- 
verse members of the community. 
With the rapid extension of high 
school and college education in 
the present generation, the active 
users of the library may well 
represent a wider social spectrum 
than current polls of reading 
habits indicate, Fully as impor- 
tant as increasing the social 
range is the factor of age. A 
leavening of young people would 
be altogether wholesome in library 
affairs, especially as it is young 
people who use the library.Several 
library boards and librarians have 
heartily endorsed this idea, only 
to add that a man in his early 
fifties was pretty well proven and 
should be elibible!'-Oliver Garceau 
in his "The Public Library in the 
Political Process, "pp.102-103; 


Columbia University Press, 


THE COLLiGE BINDERY 


Serving the public libraries, 
colleges and schools of the 
Pacific Northwest since 193. 


All books and periodicals are 
sewed on the approved 
"Oversewing machine." 


Davey Binders Board and Holliston 
Buckrams. Picture covers are 
offered at no extra cost. 


Transportation paid both ways on 
all shipments, 


You are cordially invited to visit 
our most modern plant. 


15 S. E. Third Street, 
College Place, Washington. 


16 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
} » 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND THEIR PUBLIC 


Public libraries in their fundamental function exist as storehouses 
of knowledge and experience which are open freely to the peoples of the 
community. In recent years, the larger and more progressive libraries 
have assumed wider responsibilities than those of passive storehouses, 
They have taken an active part in adult education, employing various 
media (film, radio, discussion groups, exhibitions) to help the users of 
the library to read wisely and well and to lead them to pay critical 
attention to the significant problems of the times, 


Public library progress depends largely upon the competence and 
vision of the librarians but substantial results can only be obtained 
if the libraries reeeive adequate support of educational authorities, 
and the legislative and financial authorities of the state. Library 
service is generally keyed to the social, cultural, and economic con- 
ditions of the region, but public lethargy and ignorance can emasculate 
a library program more quickly than economic conditions. 


The public library does not develop spontaneously or as a matter 
of course. It can only happen when a number of people, so organized that 
they can influence their neighbors and their local government, are deter- 
mined that there should be a public library. The bulk of the community's 
people do not provide the motivation for library development. The 
motive power must come from the few in the community who understand how 
much libraries can contribute to the cultural development of the 
community. Accomplishment of any program, be it library, church, or 


civic, can equally be directly attributed to the enthusiasm and leader- 
ship of a few persistent individuals capable of uniting and inspiring 
others--or, more bluntly, capable of "selling" their bill of goods, 
The compelling spirit is not enough. 


Community leaders must lead and they must effectively channel 
their efforts toward unity of action in achieving the goal of an effect- 
ive library program for local needs. 


The task of the library is not finished, however, once it is estab- 
lished and open for business. The value of the institution lies in how 
much and how well it is used. There will be those who will not use the 
library, and their non-use usually will derive from ignorance of the 
service, prejudice and suspicion, or absence of desire to use the library 
books. Many who do use the library can be stimulated to use it to better 


purpose, 


The remedy for ignorance of public library service is widespread 
publicity--a publicity program dispensing information about the library, 
where it is, when it is open, who can use it, and what it provides. 

There must be such a direct, specific appeal to each individual in the 
community that he knows there is a library, and good reason why he should 
use it. The many ways in which books can be related to the differenb 
activities and interests of readers--farming; mechanics; nursing; home- 
making; local, state, national, and international citizenship; enjoyment 
of music; and so forth, must be emphasized. 
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To tell someone that "good books are like good friends," and 
"there is nothing like a good book for companionship" is like telling 
someone a complicated recipe for a cake at an Olson and Johnson show, 
PROVE that books are good companions--tie them to individual interests, 
hobbies or practical problems, 


The library exists for public service, It exists primarily to 
help people in their individual and community interests. The first 
duty of the library board and the librarian is to insure that the 
services available are known to everyone in the community. Library 
publicity must be linked to the community activities as they arise. 
Displays, exhibitions, and demonstrations of library facilities must 
be arranged in connection with such local activities as festivals, 
agricultural shows, educationsl conferences, and other celebrations 
and events, The librarian should confer and plan with organizers 
and promoters of local clubs, local schools, and other local 
organizations for an active part in community affairs. 


It must be remembered, however, that public libraries are in 
competition with local theaters and rental libraries; amateurish and 
badly conceived vublicity will reflect little credit on the library 
and "sell" few customers, The fullest and best utilization of 
opportunities for varied publicity are needed, 


Prejudice and suspicion arise chiefly from the idea that the 
library is provided for particular groups or social classes--that it 
is primarily an educational institution; that it has a political or 
religious bias, Frequently, because the librarian is a woman, the 
connotation of a “woman's institution" arisese-a prejudice responsible 
for insufficient use of library services by men of the community. 
Prejudices always seem silly, and can be overcome only by deliberate 
effort to demonstrate their stupidity. 


If a public library is to be effective, whether it serves a few 
people or many, certain essentials must exist. The book collection 
from which library service is given must be good enough to meet the 
needs of those for whom it is provided. People are individuals and, 
while local conditions provide many common interests, each individual 
has his own particular requirements derived from his work, social 
and cultural activities and interests, and suited to his ability and 
experience, Consequently, it is not enough to provide those books 
which most people want to read. Individual needs must be available, 
too. In the small library, purchase is unlikely, and unnecessary, for 
inter-library loans can provide nearly any book for the patron's use. 


Reading is a continuous process and continues over a lifetime. 
Therefore, the library must keep its collection up to date so as to 
satisfy changing needs of users and acquire much of that which is 
new, The reader who has access to none but a small library can be 
satisfied only if the holdings are constantly and regularly changed. 
The small library that has to rely upon its own permanent collection 
eventually becomes useless and unused, Books which appeal to any 
one reader will be few and soon all will be read. The patron must then 
read books he doesn't care to read or he will cease to use the library. 
These libraries, naturally, serve no useful purpose, It is to these 
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libraries that state library aid can render its greatest service, 


Public libraries should do more than meet existing needs, They 
should help to extend and improve these needs, This service they can 
never render if the book collection is inadequate and static, or if 
it consists largely of the commonplace and obvious, In order to 
enable small public libraries to refresh and exchange, most, or even 
all, of their collection when necessary to meet existing needs and 
stimulate further library use, some larger agency rendering library 
service must help, In order to enable people everywhere in the state 
to obtain information and book-service, a program extending beyond 
the locai level must be initiated, Inadequate iibraries achieve little; 
good libraries can achieve much, The public will always use good 
libraries because they are useful, Likewise, the public will support 
those libraries that are useful, A state agency for public library 
extension is necessary to every locality and county of the state to 
stimulate, coordinate and assist the work of local institutions and to 
provide library service where none is now available, 


Rodney Waldron 


eoeAS a member himself of the white LIBRARY BOOK ScRVICE 
collar middle class that uses his - 
library, the librarian has a green WITH MAXIMUM DISCOUNTS 
thumb for cultivating those books 
that will be popular and an equal : 
knack for weeding out what will be WE WELOOME YOUR PeRSOWNAL VISITS 
considered dangerous. Most librar- 

ies effect a compromise between the . TO OUR BOOK DEPARTMENT 
extremes of removing entirely from 
the library books subject to criti- AT ALL TIMES 
cism and on the other hand boldly 
displaying books which they believe 
are unjustly challenged. They do 
this by removing the questionable . TH E PUG ET SO UND 
book from the open shelves, some- 
times from the card catalogue, but 
retaining it on a private shelf in NEWS CO MPANY 
the librarian's office, to be handed 
out to the hardy customer who in- 
quires for it, provided he is be- 
yond the tender years of adelescence—, Division of The American News Co. 
Oliver Garceau, in his "The Public 621 2nd. Avenue North 
Library in the Political Process", Seattle 9, Washington 

page 132. (Columbia Univ. Press 1949} 
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GET OUT THE INFORMED VOTE! 


With the goal an all-time record in registration and voting, the 
National Non-Partisan Register and Vote Compaign has been launched by 
The American Heritage Foundation and more than a score of leading 
national organisations including the American Library Association. 


ALA Executive Secretary David H. Clift and Miss S. Janice Kee, 
Executive Secretary of the ALA Public Libraries Division, are guiding 
the participation of librarians in the endeavor which has three phases: 


1. More than 100 national organizations working through local 
branches to stimulate registration and voting right up to 
election day, November h. 


A huge advertising and information campaign contributed by all 
mass communication media through the Advertising Council. 


A program of awards offered by the Foundation to communities, 
associations and committees achieving the greatest percentage 
increase over the voting record in their areas in the last 
presidential election. 


Discussing the librarians' role, Mr. Clift said: "Librarians will 
welcome this opportunity to take their place in this dynamic community 
effort within the frameword of librarianship. Here, they can make their 
most effective contribution, since thev can help not only to increase the 


number of voters but the number of informed voters," . 


Miss Kee explained that the role of the librarians will vary in 
different localities and they are being counted on largely to use the 
resources of their own libraries for the essential information job. 
Additional pamphlet materials and posters are being discussed with the 
aim of seeking to provide some special materials for the libraries. 


Miss Kee sees the librarian's role as "implementing the slogan 
which will be continuously before the public during the pre-election 
months." The advertisements and promotional materials are developed 
around the words: "Listen, Read, Look, Talk, Argue, Think and Vote," 
Miss Kee outlined the implementation as follows: 


Under "Listen," libraries may maintain a Calendar of Community 
activities--speakers, radio and television and club programs related to 
the issues in the campaigns may sponsor radio programs, may have for 
loan tape-recorded broadcasts, speeches and discussions; may have 
recordings of pertinent subject matter such as "You Can Hear It Now." 


Under "Read," the libraries will have books, pamphlets, magazines, 
and newspapers; background information to assist speakers; furnish book 
lists; have reading material to supplement the student's classroom work 
in social studies and political science; will recognize the importance 
of reading meterials on the American heritage and all aspects of citizen- 


ship, 
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Under "Look," libraries will display posters; prepare special 
bulletin boards; prepare exhibits and cooperate with citizen groups in 
setting up exhibits outside the library; may provide slides, filmstrips 
and motion pictures; may participate in television programs, 


Under "Talk, Argue," the library may provide information for public 
addresses, forums, debates and discussion groups; may plan and initiate 
a series of library-sponsored discussion group programs; may provide non- 
partisan book talks; may encourage other community groups to organize 
discussion groups. 


Under "Think," the library will encourage reflection and review 
of our historical heritage that provides inspiration for good citizen- 
ship; will attempt to provide the library user with an opportunity to 
Listen, Read, Look, Talk, and Discuss, so that he may Think--and then 
Vote as he pleases, 


INTERLIBRARY LOAN AND TH. SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Some libraries seem to ignore the possibilities entirely of having 
the opportunity to borrow books from the larger libraries for the use of 
their readers, while others seem to rely on the larger library rather than 
try to get their own books. In between these few rare instances, are the 
many small libraries which ask for occasional books to fill immediate 
needs of borrowers who are asking for particular books, 

It would help greatly in assisting the librarian in selecting the 
appropriate material to send, if explicit information could be given. 

It isn't really much help if the library which is to send the material 

gets a request for a book on bees, What does the reader want to know 
about bees? Would it help to Rave anything but the latest material? Does 
the reader want to know the life habits, or how to produce honey, or how 
to make beehives, or how many sides does each cell of the comb have? It 

is hard to send just the right book unless the exact need in known. Of 
course, if the reader wants to know all about bees, that might be a differ- 
ent matter, but it would still be helpful to know that it was an inclusive 
request, 

The American Library Association, College and Reference Committee, has 
compiled an Interlibrary Loan Code which is very helpful for a basis on 
which to lend and borrow books, It makesithe process uniform for pro- 
cedures, This code was revised and approved in the spring of 1952, and 
should be published in the October College and Research Libraries, - 

In any case, if at all possible, 1t would be a great help, and would 


assure more speedy receipt of the desired book or books, if the most com- 
plete information regarding the book could be sent. 

The larger library is always more than willing to help the smaller 
library obtain material for their readers that they could not be expected 
to have in their own collection, 


Alice McClain 
Reference Librarian 
Idaho State College 


THURSDAY KVENING IN ALTADENA 


(From the June 24, 1952, Christian Sctence Monitor,) 


A high, arched window makes a graceful frame for the intent-looking 
group of citizens inside, And the American flag standing beside them is 
more than just a decorative *touch. 


It is Thursday evening at the Lake Avenue branch of Altadena's 
public library. Like 120 others in America, this Los Angeles county 

library is acting as host for men and women who want to talk about "The 
American Heritage." 


Most of the regular readers! tables have been brought together on 
the left side of the building. (Book borrowers still can be taken care 
of, but this isn't a very good night for quiet reading.) 


It is an old building, by Southern California standards, with a 
square, bricked fireplace and high beams reinforced by steel braces, 
But bright, modern fluorescent lights look down upon some 20 or 25 
younger and older citizens, who have come here to see how the lessons of 
history may shed new understanding upon modern problems. It is called 
an American Heritage discussion group. 


At the head table are Dr. Merle K. W. Heicher, a Congregational 
minister, and Mrs. Hobert Barnes, an active member of the League of 
Women Voters. They take turns leading the discussion; their main 

interest is in getting full participation from the group. 


The topic last week was "America's individualism"; tonight it is 
"America's resources," 


Dr. Heicher begins by calling for experiences: Who has had exper- 
lence with floods? With drought? With shortages of food, water for 
irrigation, or coal? From there the talk moves to the vexed question 
of government action in the Missouri River disaster--the need for 
action, the perils of centralized power. 


Mrs. Barnes, skilled inthe fine art of polite interruption, sees 
to it that nobody monopolizes the floor. 


These are people who are interested in (1) talking about issues 
more serious than the weather, and (2) having fun doing it. They are 
volunteers who learned of the program through friends, through Mrs. 

Gladys Babcock, the librarian, or —— the Great Books discussion 


program, 


They include a young post office employee, a farmer's widow who 
came to California to retire, an electrical engineer, a gardener who 
lived notlong ago behind the Iron Curtain, and a young woman seeking 
"egcape" from the trivial conversations of the social whirl, Almost 
all have had some college work. 


Educational. 


Nearly every session offers a short nonfiction film. 
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motion picture libraries have yielded up such subjects as the Declara- 
tion of Independence, the Constitution, John Marshall, Abraham Lincoln 
at Gettysburg, "The River," and "It's Your America." 


Readings also are handed out the week before--the Declaration, the 
Constitution, readings from Thomas Jefferson, Lincoln, the United Nations, 
Declaration of Human Rights, and Fortune magazine's "U.S,A.--The Per- 

manent Revolution." 


Group discussion of the American heritage began at the New York 
City public library only last year when some of the people studying 
the "great books" wanted topics more closely related to their citizen- 


ship responsibilities. 


The success of this venture in adult education attracted the 
attention of the Ford Foundation's Fund for Adult Education, and the 
American Library Association was given 150,000 to expand the idea in 
six experimental areas--New York; Los Angeles; La Crosse, Wis.; Athens, 
Ga.3; Denver, Colo.; and the state of Vermont. Alabama and Mississippi 
have been added to the list since, and all estimates of cooperation have 
had to be revised upward, 


At first, it was planned to set up 50 groups. But since September, 
1951, when the ALA American Heritage Project opened its headquarters at 
Chicago and Mrs. Grace Stevenson was brought from the adult education 
department in Seattle to be its national director, 120 discussion 
groups have sprung up in these eight areas, and new requests are coming 


in continually. 


Once in a while, discussion leaders say, there is heated disagree-~ 
ment. The liberal viewpoint--let's do something about it--clashes 
with the conservative attitude--let's leave things alone. But even 
such embarrassing moments help to build a growing realization that 
reasonable people can share peaceably their differing opinions, 


Ford Foundation officials say this kind of adult group discussion 
activity has a close relationship to the private foreign aid programs 
the foundation is sponsoring. People overseas often wonder why it is 
that Americans themselves know so little about the content of the 
democratic tradition they seek to spread abroad. 


It is hoped that continuing exploration by adult Americans of 
the development and resolution of creat issues in United States 

history will help to build more of that background citizen understand- 
ing which the American tradition always has needed for its support. 


Richard D, MacCann 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS3° TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THEIR AD!) 


A MEASURING STICK FOR SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES... 


(The following, revised 1949, is a partial reproduction of a 
document issued by the Bureau of Libraries, Connecticut State 
Department of Education, Hartford, Connecticut, Although not 
necessarily exactly applicable to Idaho libraries, it may be a use- 
ful general guide. In its forew@rd, the following is stated: 


eeeThe standards set up by the American Library Association are 
considerably higher than those indicated within, and should eventually 
be reached, but many libraries are still struggling to reach even the 
very minimum standards set up in this "Measuring Stick," It seemed 
advisable to reissue this set of standards for use until such time 

as an entirely new program of library service can be developed for 
this state, 


These standards are adapted pare scurry for libraries under 
20, volumes. rarians a rary board members are urg 
studey these standards and to score the services of their own 
library as a stimulus to making the library a more valuable asset to 


the community. ) 


Hereinafter is reproduced the rest of the publications 


The following books and pamphlets are essential to any librarian 
or board of directors of a small library and should be in every library, 


Akers, Simple Libr Cataloging, 3rd. ed, American 
Library Chicago. 19hh. $2.25 

Barton, Reference Books. Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 

more, Me pae 


Davis, Pictorial Library Primer. Demco Library Supplies, 
Yadisone Wise 

Davis, School Lib Routines Visualized, Demco Library 
supplies, 

Dewey. Abridged Decimal Classification, 6th ed, Forest 
Press, Ince, Lake Placid, $h.00 

Hall, The Library Trustee. American Library Association, 
Chicago, $2.35 

Moshier & La Fever, The Small Public Library, American 
Library Association, Chicago. 


Postewar Standards for Public Libraries. American Library 
‘Association, Chicago. 


Schunk, Pointers for Public Library Building Planners, 
American Library Association, 


Children's Catalog. 


Fiction Catalog. 


Standard Catalog for High School Libraries, 


The following comprehensive book lists may all be obtained from 
the H, W. Wilson Co., 950 University Ave., New York 52, N.Y. The 
price is scaled to the size of the book budget, and small libraries 


usually have the minimum price. Write the publisher for price, 


7th ed,, 1946 with Supplements, 
1941 ed. with Supplements, 


with Supplements. 


Standard Catalog for Public Libraries, 


plemente 


I. Board of Directors 


Ae Organization 


1. 


3e 


be 


Se 


1. 
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Be. Duties 


Should be a non-partisan board of men 
and women representing various intere 
ests of the community, such as: 
churches, organizations, young people 

out of school, foreign population,: etc, 


library affairs, 


One third should be elected or appointed 
every two years since frequent change in 
personnel is advisable, 


Should meet regularly not less than twice 
a year with the librarian invited to ate ‘. 


tend. 


Should have active committees such as? 
book committee, finance committee, build- 
ing and ground committee, 


Is familier with the duties of a librarian, 


(See under II) 


Appoints as Librarian the person best qual- 
ified by education and experience, regarde= 
less of affiliations. 


by adequate salary, 


Members should have active interest in 


(See under II) 


Shows appreciation of service of librarian 


Provides for the raising of funds and ks 
responsible for the wise spending and in- 


190 ed. with Sup- 
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Sth ed. 1947 


Standard Library 
Score Score 


schools, 
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Duties (continued) 


vestment of such funds, 


5. Keeps the service and needs of the lie- 
brary constantly before the town through 
newspaper publicity, talks, etc, 


6, Studies the part the library can take 
in the educational, cultural and recrea=- 
tional development of the community, 5 


Attends library meetings, visits other 
libraries, and makes it possible for 
librarian to do so. 5 


Is familiar with current library liter- 
ature and trends. 


Encourages extension of service beyond 
the immediate community. 


Cooperates with other libraries in the 
same town. 


Cooperates with the Bureau of Libraries 
of State Department of Education, in the 
interest of library development through- 
out the State, 


II, Librarian and starfr+ 


Ae Qualifications 
l. 


Training and education 


a. High school education (allow 1 point 


for each year up to years) h 
be. College or normal school (allow 3 
points for each year up to years) 10 
c,. Library school for one year 10 
d. Library school second year 2 


e. Summer library courses (allow 2 points 
for each 6 weeks course and proportione 
my | for shorted’ courses up to a total 
of 
f, Teaching or business experience (allow 
1/2 point for each year up to 2) 2 
ge Experience in other libraries under 
supervision of library school trained 


1. This scoring-applicable to.staffs under fours : 
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1. 
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Standard Library 
Duties (continued) Score Score 


vestment of such funds, 5 


5. Keeps the service and needs of the lie- 
brary constantly before the town through 
newspaper publicity, talks, etc. 


6. Studies the part the library can take 
in the educational, cultural and recrea- 
tional development of the community. 


Attends library meetings, visits other 
libraries, and makes it possible for 
librarian to do so, os 


Is familiar with current library liter- 
ature and trends. 


Encourages extension of service beyond 
the immediate community. 


Cooperates with other libraries in the 
same town. 


Cooperates with the Bureau of Libraries 
of State Department of Education, in the 
interest of library development through- 
out the State, 


Librarian and 


Ae Qualifications 


1. Training and education 


a. High school education (allow 1 point 
for each year up to years) 
College or normal school (allow 3 
points for each year up to ) years) 
Library school for one year 
Library school second year 
Summer library courses (allow 2 points 
for each 6 weeks course and proportione 
ately for shorted courses up to a total 
of 6) 6 
Teaching or business experience (allow 
1/2 point for each year up to 2) 2 
Experience in other libraries under 
supervision of library school trained 


This scoring: applicable to.staffs under foure 


| | 
| 
5 
5 
| 
100 
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Standard Library 
II, Librarian and Staff (continued) Score Score 


ros persons (allow 1 point for each ‘ 
year up to years) 
Experience in own library or in 
other libraries with no trained 
supervision (allow 1/2 point for 
each year up to years) 


Professional attitude 


Eager to learn 

Is familiar with current library 
periodicals and trends 

Attends and takes part in library 
meetings 

Visits other libraries 

Reads constantly all types of lit- 
erature 


Natural aptitude 

a. Orderly, systematic, businesslike 
b. Personality pleasing to children 
Ce Personality pleasing to adults 


. Duties of head librarian 


1. Knows how to select books and to use those 
in the library. 20 


2. Knows simple cataloguing and other processes 
necessary for preparation of books for cir- 
culation, 20 


3. Is capable of advising readers in choice of 
books and encouragement of better reading, 20 


4, Interprets the library to community through 
contact with clubs, sohools, etc, 15 


5. Studies the commnity needs and adapts the 
library to them, 15 


Assistants 


1. At least one assistant for every 20,000 
volumes circulated, 


2. Routine work taken care of by assistant, 
rather then by head librarian, 


| 
2 
10 
Ce 
5 
d. 5 
| 5 
3. 
10 
10 
1. 
| 
200 


III, Finances 


IV. 


A. Library income based on population of 
area served. 


1. $1.50 for reasonably good service 
($2.00 per sapita-for-seryice) 


2. Free to all 


B. Budget 


1. At least 55 per cent for salaries ex- 
clusive of janitor, 15 


2. At least 25 per cent for books, peri- 
odicals and binding. 15 


3. The remainder for miscellaneous items, 
such as, adequate maintenance of building, 
supplies, publicity, attendance at meet- 
ings, etc, 10 
200 
Book Collection 


A. Content 
1, Library should contain 25 

8 volumes per capita if vopulation of town is 
under 500 

5 volumes per capita if population is 500 to 
1000 

3 volumes per capita if population is 1000 to 
2000 


2 volumes per capita if population is 2000 to 


7000 
1 2/2 volumes per capita if population is over 
7000 


Not less than O per cent non-fiction, 10 


3. Not less than 30 per cent juvenile, sel- 
ected largely from recommended lists 10 


he Constantly revised for out-of-date or un- 
used material and kept in good repair, 20 


B, Selection 
1. Books selected from critical book reviews 


to suit the needs and interests of the com- 
munity, and purchased at frequent intervals 
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IV. Book Collection (continued) 


Selection 


2. Up-to-date reference books and pamphlets 


on current affairs 


Pictures and records for circulation 


36 


lh. Current magazines and the Abridged 
Readers! Guide to Periodical Literature 


5. Books, pamphlets, clippings, etc. on 


local history 10 
6, Up-to-date professional tools 10 
(See pp. 


C. Cataloging and classification 


1. Accession and withdrawal record kept 
accurately, 


26 
36 


he A complete author, title and subject 
catalog. 


Shelf-list kept accurately, 


Books classified by Dewey decimal system. 


Circulation 


1. Record kept according to a standard card 


charging system, 


2. Annual circulation should be 25 
8 volumes per capita in towns under 3000 
population, 
6 volumes per capita in towns 3000 to 10,000, 
5 volumes per capita in towns over 10,000, 


Of tdtal circulation not less than 25 per cent 
should be non-fiction, 10 


Of total circulation not less than 33 per cent 
should be juvenile, 10 


225 


V. Service to Community 


A. Hours open per week should be convenient for 50 
public 


6 hours in towns under 500 population, 


29 
Standard Library 
10 
5 
10 
| 
) 


Ve Service to Community (continued) 


Standard Library 
Score 


A. Hours open. 


8+10 hours in towns of 500 to 1000. 
12-18 hours in towns of 1000 to 3000, 
18-2), hours in towns of 3000 to 5000, 
36 hours in towns of 5000 to 10,000, 
48 hours in towns of 10,000 to 25,000, 


Borrowers 


26 


30 


60 hours and over in towns of over 25,000. 


oO represent all types and interests 
in the community, such as children, young 


20 


people, foreign, less literate, good readers, 


Registered borrowers shbuld be. 
at least 45 per cent in towns under 3,000, 


20 


at least 35 per cent in towns 3,000 to 10,000. 


at least 30 per cent in towns over 10,000, 
Borrowers! file should be revised every 
three years. 


C. Schools = Does the JADEArY, cooperate by 
» ing books to schools, 


26 


36 
he 
5e 


Librarian visiting schools, 

Instruction in the use of the library at 
the library, 

Class visits to library for selection of 
books. 

Special high school reference or reserve 
shelf 


10 


BD BDA 


De - Does the library cooperate with 
° ult groups - 10 


Women's clubs 
Men's clubs and business groups 
Church groups, Grange, etc. 


2. Young people's groups 
Girls Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc. 
Remote communities - are they reached ey 
I, Collections of books at stores, es, etc. 
2. Bookecar 
3. Telephone 


VI. Building 


Central location easily accessible, 
Conspicuous sign giving name of library, 
Sign on door giving hours open, 
Attractive, well<kept outside, 


Attractive, well-kept inside, conducive to 


Band 


Score 


VI. Building (continued) 


+ enjoyment of books. 10 
F. Planned for convenient service, 10 
G. Shelving provided for at least 3 volumes 

per capita and further room for growth. 10 

H. Reading room for adults provided, 10 
I, Children's room or corner provided, 10 
Je Provision for service to young people, 10 
100 


Summary of Points 


I, Board of directors 100 
II, Librarian and staff 200 
III, Finances 200 
IV. Book collection 225 


Service to community 


"With all the changes designed to develop a more clearly de- 
fined library profession, one major personal qualification for 
librarianship that has formed its great tradition should be zealously 
preserved. It has sometimes been called the missionary spirit. More 

exactly, we may define it as a zealous faith in the value of good books | 

and reading in the life of a person and of a community, We may now ' 
extend the concept to include good films, good pictures, and good ; 
music, It is this faith that has sustained libraries and librarians ! 
through many vicissitudes, financial and otherwise, It is an error ' 
to think that the vicissitudes are necessary to preserve the faith, } 

Librarianship can and should be made a profession based on more ex= i 

tended education, with more adequate salaries, a clear career ling for | 

promotion and retirement, and more prestige than it now has in many 

of our communities, But it should never be made an easy road for the | 

entrance of those who seek only security, an easy job, or escape i 

from contemporary realities, Library schools and library leaders ! 

must continue to attract to the profession in every way possible ! 


only those who see libraries as precious cultural instruments in our 
society and librarianship as a strenuous public service", Alice 
, I, Bryan, in her "The Public Librarian", Public Library Inquiry, 
Columbia University Press, 1952. p. k51. 


__(Patwonize our advertisers; tell them where you saw their ad} ) 
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TOOLS AND AIDS FOR TH# SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARY .. ~ 


(From "How to Start a Public Library," Chicago, A.LeAs 199, pages 8-9.) 


Administration and Planning 


Buildings for Small Public Libraries. A.L.A. 1950. Op. $1.25. 


Choosimg Your Bookmobile. A.L.A. 1948. 63pe $1. (Supplement to the ! 
November 1948 issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin.) a 


The Equal Chance; Books Help to Make It. New ed. A.L.A. 193. 32p. 
25 cents. (A supplement contains some revised tables using 195-6 


figures.) 


How to Organize a County Library Campaign. A.L.A. 1931. l6p. Free. 
(The excellent suggestions in this pamphlet are still valid.) 


How to Organize a Library; by Zana K. Miller. llth ed. rev. Remington 
Rand, Ince, New York 10. Free. 


Indiana Library Trustee's Own Manual, 1949. 32p. Single copy 25 cents; 
5 copies, $1; 10 or more copies, 15 cents each; 500 or more copies, 
124 cents each. (Order from Mrs, Albert H. Moeller, Treas., 
Indiana Library Trustees Association, 343 Worth Line St., Columbia 


City.) 


Manual of Techniques in Library Organization; by Kuby Ethel Cundiff, 
Wilcox and Follett Coe, Chicago. 1948. S7p. $1. | 


Organization of the Small Library, Rev. ed. Gaylord Bros,, Ince, 
Syracuse, N. Y. and Stockton, Calif, 196. l6p. Free. 


Rural Litrary Service. Rev, ed. U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 19491 
22. 15 cents. (Farmers! Bulletin No. 1847.) For sale by the 
Supt, of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office; single copy 
often availiable free from your local Congressman. 


Standards and Planning for Public Libraries, A.L.A. 19h. l2p. Single 
copy free; 10 copies, $1; 50 copies, $4.50; 100 copies, $8.50. 
(Based on Post-War Standards for Public 7 Aenea, 


The Teacher-Librarian's Handbook; by Mary Peacock Douglas, 2d ed. 
1166p. $2.75. 


Book Selection Aids 


A Basic Book Collection for Elementary Grades. A.L.A. 193. 1133p. $2. 


A Basic Book Collection for High Schools. AsLeA. 1950. 195p. $2.75. 
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The Booklist; A Guide to Current Books, Twice monthly, except monthly 
in August. A.L.A. $5 a year; single copy, 35 cents. (Sample 
copy on request. ) 


Buying List of Books for Small Libraries; by Marion Horton, 7th ed. { 
AeLeAe 195. 13lp. $2025 


Periodicals for Small and Medium-Sized Libraries. 8th ed. A.L.A. 
19448, 106p. $1.75. 


General Library Periodicals 


A.L.A. Bulletin, Monthly, except bimonthly July-August. A.L.A. , $3. 


Library Journal, Semimonthly, except monthly in July and August. 
R. R. Bowker Coes New York City. $66 


Wilson Library Bulletin. Monthly, September to June. H, W. Wilson Co., | 
New York City. $2. { 


"As a most essential effort in 


our development plans, every library, ¢ i. 
large or small, should now start a. ~ Mood 
vigorous local program of public Since 1696 
relations...Their immediate objec- ie 
tive should be that of cultivating LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
the acquaintance and good will of « 
newspapermen, radio station person- 
nel, and program chairmen of local LIBRARY FURNITURE 
clubs, tvery library should be ° 
able to supply the local newspaper KMEND “RIALS 
with at least one story a week that a oe ie 
is worth printing. Spot announce-~ ° 
ments for radio are almost always - Pro 

com sida’ mpt Shipments on All 
welcomed, and clubs. always need ond niture 
speakers, Just get YOUR LIBRARY 


BEFORE THE- PEOPLE. w--Lamar Wallis ‘in 
"Texas. Library Journal," Sept. .1952, 
Page 61. 


Gaylord Bros, Inc. 


“Stockton, Calif, 
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HOW GOOD IS YOUR PUBLIC RELATIONS PROGRAM? 


(The following is reprinted by permission from the September, 1952, 
"California Librarian.") 


Here are twenty-five questions which will help you measure the breadth 
and effectiveness of your publicity and public relations program. 


Public relations is not something a public library has or does not 
have, Every library, large or small, is practicing public relations-- 
good, bad or indifferent--in everything that it does. By frankly answer- 
ing the questions below, you can determine in a few minutes just how 
good your public relations and publicity are. All of the questions can 
be answered with a simple "yes" or "no." When you have finished, count 
the number of questions you have answered "yes." Then turn to the chart 
at the end of the test to determine your score. 


1. The library has at least one employee assigned to do 
publicity and public relations work as a full-time 
job. 


A specific item, earmarked for publicity and public 
relations, has been set up in the library budget. 


A written statement of the library's objectives and 
long-range plans has been developed. 


The various "publics" of the library--such as pub- 
lic officials, civic and service organizations, 
board of trustees, educational institutions, opinion 
leaders, and others--have been ranked in a value 
hierarchy according to their importance to the 
public relations of the library. 


The publicity activities of the library are systematic, ; ] 
well-organized, and continuous--rather than unorganised 
and sporadic. 


At least three of the following publicity media are Fj 
used regularly to publicize the library's services 

and resources: newspaper, radio, television, com- 

pany publications, posters, direct mail. 


A news item about the library appears in the local L) 
newspaper at least once a week, 


The library has a news-letter which is issued 
regularly to the public and carries library and 
book news. 


Book lists, either mimeographed or printed, are 
issued at least once a month. 
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An exhibit or display is put up at least monthly. 


Exhibits outside of the library, in store windows or ([] 
at large public gatherings, are put up at least twice 
a year, 


The library sponsors at least three of the following [(] 
activities: A Great Books group, film forums, dis- 
cussion groups, book review club, story hours, musical 
programs, hobby forum, program planning institute. 


A popularized version of the library's annual report 
is issued. 


A speakers! bureau makes library staff members avail- 
able for book reviews or other speaking engagements, 


The library has a Friends of the Library group which 
holds at least two meetings a year. 


There is a systematic program for contacting local 
clubs and organizations to inform them about ways in 
which the library can be of service, 


A conference room is available in the library build- 
ing where community groups can hold meetings. 


The library lets patrons know about new books that 
are of interest to them through a postcard notice, 
a new books list sent by mail, or some other device. 


oo aon 
oao oo oo Oood 


Employees are given training in how to better get 
along with patrons. 


Registration red tape has been eliminated and 
irritating and inconvenient rules and regulations 
have been changed. 


Books and other library materials have been made 
easily accessible and are attractively displayed. 


Telephone inquiries are encouraged and effort is 
made to answer phone requests for information 
courteously and efficiently. 


Through eye-catching posters, printed signs, and 
explanatory shelf labels, the library urges patrons 
to use special collections, indexes, reference 
books, and other library materials, 


Printed notices sent to patrons through the mail 
have been studied with the idea of revising and 
humanizing them. 
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25. To make the library an attractive, inviting, and 
friendly place, a continuous program of improvement 
and modernization of physical facilities is being 
carried on. 


HOW TO FIGURE YOUR SCORE: 


Add up the questions you have answered "yes,."" Find 
your rating on the chart below. 


20 to 25 Excellent 


15 to 20 Very Good 


10 to 15 Good 


StolO Fair 
Oto 5 


Howard Samuelson 


Books ... ancl 
from MeCLURG'S 


McClurg's, with over half a century of specialized library service, 


is equipped to serve you wellJ Our staff is skilled in the handling of | 


Library, School, and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage...and the opportunity to serve you. | 


@- 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


333 EAST ONTARIO STREET CHICAGO 11, J\LLINOIS 


“Ser ving Librarians is Our Business 
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LIBRARY GETS TIME-SAVER MACHINE 


(The following article, by the Woman's Editor of the Idaho Daily States- 
man, is reprinted by permission from the Statesman's October 1) issue. 
It is, I think, a good example of the results of good public relations 
with a newspaper. The original article included action photographs of 
Miss Marion Bingham and Miss Mildred Selby, E.M.0.) 


The Boise Public library is bustin! its bindings with pride over 
"our new machine." Of all the unlikely places to be using a fancy 
piece of machinery! What on earth do they do with it? 


"You must come see it work," pretty Miss Marion Bingham, head 
librarian, had coaxed over the phone. So up we went for a look at the 
little black box that sits on the main desk. 


First Miss Bingham showed us the new library cards, They're 
smaller, the handy new size to fit into a wallet, with a tiny piece of 
metal like a miniature licenseplate fastened right into the cardboard. 
This is stamped with the borrower's library number and works like the 
charge-a-plate system used by stores in big cities. 


The library card is popped into one slot in the charging machine, 
and the card from the book you're borrowing is slipped in the other 
slot. A touch on the switch and presto] Everything is recorded with 
one click, including the due date of the book. 


It used to be that during busy hours a whole line-up of borrowers 
had to stand at the desk and wait while the librarian copied the numbers 
twice with a pencil. 


"And there were errors," Miss Bingham readily admitted, "By the 
end of the day you can't scribble a lot of numbers as easily as you 
did early in the morning." 


The machine just can't make mistakes. And it's so-o-o-o much 
faster. Now a borrower can park his car in the five-minute zone, 
spend four and a-half minutes choosing a book and have thirty seconds 
to spare after he's stopped at the charging machine. 


For the benefit of those who might doubt that the library needs 
such a time-saver, Miss Bingham explained that during the last year 
the library has charged out a grand total of more than 226,000 books. 
That figures up to more than 600 a day, more than 50 an hour. But it 
doesn't work that way. The library has very definite rush periods. 


For instance, Friday nights are dead as Latin books in the library. 
But on Monday and Tuesday nights it seems half the high school student 
body's there boning up on studies. 


Noon hours are heavy rushes, afternoons are quiet . . . until the 
four o'clock students come storming in and the five o'clock adults stop 
in on their way home from work. 
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Summers aré dullj January is usually the heaviest month, That 
seems to be when students are buckling down and when the leisure readers 
are recuperating from the holidays, All sorts of things affect the 
library's business, all the way from weather and the lenten season to 
income taxes. 


For instance, last month the library checked out a total of 15,101 
books, but last March (heaviest month last year) the grand total was 
23,462. Not all of these were checked out over the desk, for the library 
has several outside services including loaning books to the two hospitals, 
the children's home and the grade schools, 


How many books are in the library? More than 56,000, 


How much are they worth? Miss Bingham doodled elaborately with her 

pencil before she could answer, After the staff got through with a _ 
brain-bursting system of depreciations, bindings, etc., the insurance 
figure was ‘135,000, 


"This doesn't include unbound periodicals or government documents," 
she said, "They're just plain too difficult to figure." 


Strangely enough, books depreciate in value, but magazines don't. 
The older magazines get, the harder they are to replace. 


Further figures: The staff includes eighteen, five of whom are 
part-time workers, It costs $56,000 a year to run the library. 


The children's department downstairs also has a charging machine 3 
both are on a rental basis at $50 a year. Also new in the children's 
department is a collection of phonograph records for borrowing. The 

Columbian club donated $50 to start the collection which now includes | 
251 records (in all three speeds). | 


"In many communities there are substantial gifts to libraries," 
said Miss Bingham, "but there is very little of that done here, Wwe 
have received some memorial gifts, given in memory of people who have 
died," 


Many well-meaning people clean out their attics and bring loads 
of old books to the libraries, Since many of them aren't suitable and 
the library has no room to store them, the staff members would prefer 
that people send a list before they bring the books. 


"We welcome worthwhile gifts," Miss Bingham added. “Recently we I 
received a complete set of Mark Sullivan's ‘Our Times' which we were & 
especially glad to get because one of our books had been lost." | 


The staff members are proud of the fact that their new charging 
system went into effect the same days as the telephone change-over to 

dials. This meant the library is the only institution in town that has 
everybody's new phone number listed, 


"Or," smiled Miss Bingham, "if there's anybody we missed, ask them 
to please come in and try out our new speedy machine," 


Betty Penson 


ADULT EDUCATION QUESTIONNAIRE 


The following information comes from the American Library 
Association: 


All public libraries and extension agencies in areas with 
populations of more than 2,500 will receive in October the important 
questionnaire which will largely disclose the extent of American 
libraries' services in the broad field of adult education. 


The questionnaire, which must now be returned promptly to 
insure its effectiveness, is one of the principal means by which the 
American Library Association is implementing its Survey of Adult 
Education Activities of Public Libraries, made possible by a grant 
from the Fund for Adult Education, 


Director of the project is Mrs, Helen Huguenor Lyman, ,on leave 
from the Buffalo, N.Y., Public Library, who is widely known for her 
pioneering work in adult education, Urging librarians to fill out 
and return the survey questionnaire as soon as possible, Mrs, Lyman 
saids 


"This is the first time we have been enabled to conduct so wide a 
survey and give virtually every librarian a chance to tell the whole 
story. The questionnaire is designed to elicit a maximum of information 
in the simplest and clearest way. If you have not received a question- 
naire, wire me immediately at AIA headquarters," 


Mrs. Lyman explained that the questionnaire is only one phase of 
the survey. With two field workers, ghe will conduct intensive intere 
viewing and observing during January, February and March, as a followup 
to the tabulation of information received from the questionnaires, 
Then, during April and May, there will be further tabulation of all 
returns, together with the interviewers! reports, The final phase of 
the survey will be devoted to analysis, presentation of the report, and 
arrangements for publication, 


The controlling aim of the survey, according to Mrs. Lyman, is 
to establish statistical and descriptive facts to proved answers to 
the question: "What are the public libraries of the country doing in 
the field of adult education?" That active programs exist in many 
large libraries is known, but details are too often lacking; altogether 
absent is any available information on library programs throughout the 


country, Mrs. Lyman said. 


The survey will be concerned with establishing: 


1. The library's service to other adult educational agencies 
and to other community groups, civic, church, labor, etc. 


2. The library's leadership in presenting positive and objective 
programs on the issues and problems of the day, and in promoting 
cultural and humanistic programs, 


39 | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


3. The extent: of the library's parsicipation in the adult 
education programs of other existing educational agencies of the 
community. 


le The methods used and some note of the extent of the effec- 
tiveness of these methods, 


Se 


Ways and means of evaluation, 


"Skill in mending books depends to a certain extent on the knowledge 
the mender has of the way books are made.e The more one knows about 
bookbinding materials, leather, paper, cloth, thread, paste, glue, the 
better the chances of success. How will the paper wear? Is it brittle 
or tough? How do paste and glue affect it? Knowledge of these and 
similar points, een to practice in mending and repairing, will help 
mightily. 


One is sometimes tempted to extend Punch's advice about marriage 
to the problem of mending books, Many books, to be sure, repaired by 
inexperienced hands, have been so sadly harmed that their old age is 
much worse than their youth, Far better to set them aside and wrap 

them up till they can be turned over to competent and understanding 
hands. But in many cases the life of books can be materially lengthened 
if intelligent first aid is given as soon as signs of ill health appear. 
After a book begins to break, its lesions call for practiced care and 
attention quite as obviously as torn skin or broken bones on the human 
frame, Book anatomy is not so complex or intricate as that of the upper 
vertebrates, to be sure, but the surgeon must have pety and ateaates 
whether treating books or man, 


There is no reason, however, why the average collector and lover 
of books should not make minor repairs--after he has learned how books 
are put together. His introduction to book anatomy should begin with 
dissection of useless cadavers rather than with attempts at vivisection. 
Take an old book obviously on its way to the waste basket, and see how 
much you can learn by study of its construction before you begin to 

use the knife, Note how the board or leather covers or backs have a 
layer of cloth or paper pasted over them for protection and ornament. 
See how the back is sometimes the same sheet as the cover, sometimes 

is another sheet of leather or cloth, Learn how the covers are fastened 
to the book; in older books you will find the signatures, or gatherings 
of leaves and pages, are usually sewn on bands or cords that are laced 
into the side covers, and in modern books you will see this connection 

| is merely a thin sheet of "super" or muslin glued to the signatures on 
its one side and to the boards on the other,ll--H, M, Lydenberg in his 
"Care and Repair of Books," p. 32-33 (The R. R. Bowker Company, 1931) 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEI] WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
FORTY*SECOND CONFERENCE 


(British Columbia - Washington - Oregon - Montana - Idaho) 


Members of the Pacific Northwest Library Association met in annual 
conference September 8-10 in the beautiful Empress Hotel overlooking 
Victoria Harbor and enjoyed to the full the generous hospitality of 

the city of Victoria and of the province of British Columbia. Even 
the weather man cooperated to make this conference, under the able 
leadership of our President, Miss Lesley Heathcote, Librarian of the 
Montana State College Library at Boseman, a stimulating and memorable 
one. Over 300 librarians were in attendance. 


Three general sessions were held. The first and third were 
business meetings on Monday and wednesday mornings, and the second a 
banquet on Monday evening at which members had the great pleasure of 
hearing an address by Dr. Lawrence Clark Powell, Librarian of the 

University of California at Los Angeles, popular speaker and author if 
of a number of books of which the latest, ISLANDS OF BOOKS, was just 4 
published this year, The rest of the time was devoted to workshops } 
and division meetings where librarians with similar interests and 
problems met and held lively discussions. 


Honorary membership was conferred on three of our members this i 
year. Miss Margaret J. Clay and Miss Julia C. Stockett from British I 
Columbia, and our own Miss Jessie Fraser in Twin Falls, Idaho. Miss i: 


Clay is retiring September 30 from the position of Librarian of the | 
Victoria Public Library and Miss Stockett has been retired for several I 
years from the staff of the Vancouver Public Library. Miss Fraser, 4 
Librarian of the Twin Falls Public Library for many years, retired 

from active duty in Aucust of this year. 


New officers announced for the coming year are: 


President Williaa H. Carlson, Librarian, Oregon State H 
First Vice-President Willagmi E. Ireland, Librarian, Provincial ii 
Library, Victoria, B.C. i 
Second Vice-President Miss Marion Bingham, Librarian, Boise Public | 
Library, Boise, Idaho 


Secretary To be appointed by the President 

Treasurer Miss Marquerite Putnam, Acquisitions Librarian, \ 
University of Washington Library, Seattle, | 
Washington 


Miss Heathcote will remain as a non-voting member of the Board as | 
past president. In addition to the officers the five state and i 
provincial representatives elected by the state and provincial a 
associations are members of the PNLA Board.. The editor of the a 
PNLA QUARTERLY is a non-voting member. The first vice-president . 
is president-elect. 
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A new division was formed to be known as the Circulation Division 
in which librarians may meet to study problems peculiar to circulation 
departments in all types of libraries, 


An address on the AMERICAN HERITAGE PROJECT of the American 
Library Association was given by Mrs. Grace T. Stevenson, who has 

been its director for the past year. The project is sponsored by the 
A.L.A. but financed by the Adult Education Fund of the Ford Foundation. 
Mrs. Stevenson described how the Foundation approached the A.L.A. to 
ask if they would sponsor a project designed to educate the American 
People in the fundamental ideals of the American democratic way of 
life through study of basic American documents and discussion of 
current problems in their light; how the project was organized; how 
six demonstration areas for adult community discussion groups were 
selected and how the discussion leaders were given leadership courses, 
The demonstration areas are Los Angeles County Public Library; Denver 
Public Library; La Crosse, Wisconsin Public Library; Athens, Georgia 
Regional Library; the Vermont Free Public Library Commission; and the 
New York Public Library. These represent areas of various sizes, both 
urban and rural. Six meetings were required in each area with groups 
of 20 to 25 participating. The leadership training program and all 
materials for each member of the group were furnished by the project. 
At the end of the first year, the foundation grant was renewed for 
$200,000 and new territories are being added. Some places have 
organized programs independently. This is encouraged and where the 
group will agree to the required six meetings and recruit the required 
number of participants, the project will furnish their materials, 
though the leadership training cannot be given to the independent 
groups. Mrs. Stevenson spoke with great enthusiasm of the success 

of the project and of the way it is making the nation conscious of its 
libraries in addition to better informing the people of the American 
Idea. It is helping individual librarians by bringing together local 
and state people to work cooperatively. It is bringing more people 
into the work of the American Library Association and making them 

feel that they have a part. Most of all in a time of confusion when 
people are at a loss, the American Library Association has a positive 
project that is bringing comfort to the communities who take part, 
Mrs, Stevenson made us wish that we might have a group organized in 
Idaho. A good account of this project may be read in the ALA Bulletin 
for July-August and for September, 1952. 


The Intra-Regional Relations Committee was given a vote of 
confidence for the continuance of its work for another year, Idaho 
Library Association members will recall that a rather complete report 
of the work of this committee to date and its objectives was included 
in the IDAHO LIBRARIAN of July,. 1952. It will not be repeated in 
detail here. Briefly stated by the chairman in his report the task 
of the committee was to find the answer to the questions "Is PNLA 
as presently organized and operating in the 1950's meeting the needs 
of librarianship in the Pacific Northwest as that organization met 
those needs for librarians in the region in, say, the 1930's?" The 
terms of reference given the committee may be summarized as follows: 
le To study the relationship of PNLA with the state and provin- 
cial associations. 
2. To study the internal organization of PNLA. 
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3. To make recommendations on certain specific points, e.g., 
~. the administration of the Pacific Northwest Bibliographic 
Center. 

With the growth of stronger area associations in each state and 
province, it has been felt that better liaison between area asso- 
ciations and the regional association is needed both to prevent 
duplication of effort among the areas and to facilitate the progress 
of library development in the northwest region. Two specific 
constitutional amendments were recommended by this committee to this 
purpose and were passed by the Association. On. provides that the 
official representatives from the area associations on the PNLA 
Board shall be elected or appointed by the area associations so that 
their terms of office shall coincide with the year of PNA. It is 
strongly recommended that these representatives shall have a place 
on the board of directors of their respective area associations. 
Here in Idaho we have already provided in our ISLA constitution 
that the PNLA representative shall be a member of the Executive 
Board of ISLA. The second amendment which was passed, provides that 
the area association shall notify the PNLA Nominating Committee 
six wecks before the annual meeting of the name of its official 
representative who will be on the PNLA Board for the ensuing PNLA 
year. This provision makes it possible for the Nominating Committee 
to report a complete list of the PNLA board members to the President 
so that all state and provincial representatives may be directly 
notified promptly of all business that shouid be reported to the 
area associations. 


On the recommendation of the Intra-Regional Relations Committee, 
a constitutional amendment was passed which places the administration 
of the Pacific Northwest Bibliographic Center under the direction of 
a Board of Managers which shall be seven in number: one from each 
state and province in the region, the director of the library hous- 
ing the Center and the President of PNLA who shall be ex officio 
members of the Board with full voting rights. The state and pro- 
vincial representatives shall be elected by the membershiy» and shall 
be proposed by the Nominating Committee at the time of the annual 
election. Members of the Board o: Managers shall serve for a term of 
three years and the terms shall be staggered to insure continuity of 
membership. To be eligible for nomination, they must be employed in 
libraries contributing financiaily to the support of the center and 
must be the administrator of the library or a person approved by the 
administrator to insure that the board members shall be conversant 
with the financial affairs of the library he represents, The 
Director of the Center shall be ex officio the Secretary of the Board 
without right to vote, This Board shall submit an annual report in 
detail with a full financial statement to the Board of Directors of 
of P LA in advance of the Association's annual meeting; also a 
tentative budget for the following year with any recommendations 
concerning financial support which shall be for ratification at the 
annual meeting of PNLA. In approving this amendment, the Association 
has given the membership opportunity for more direct participation in 
the administration of the Bibliographic Center. 
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Problems still facing the Intra-Regional Relations Committee for 
study during the second year of its appointment have to do with the 
organization of the Association itself, of its various committees 

and divisions which need to be examined for overlapping of function 
with an aim toward better coordination, of the financial resources 
which need to be developed to allow PNLA to assume at least a part of 
the expenses of its officers and particularly of its President during 
their terms of office. Obviously one answer to the financial problem 
is increase in membership. To obtain this increase in membership, 
activities and projects must be developed which will enable PNLA to 
do as fine a iob as possible in meeting the needs of the librarians 
of the region. Such projects would make membership seem more worth- 
while. But such projects take money and it is suggested that plans 
might be drafted for which foundation support might become available 
and through which a long time project of real worth to the libraries 
of the region micvht be developed. This study, being made by the 
Intra-Regional Relations Committee, has been one of the major ac- 
tivities of the Association during the past year. 


The other major project of the Association at present is the 

work of the Library Development Committee. This project has as its 

aim the development of a fine library service for all parts of the 

region both urban and rural, Where states and counties are unable 

to bring about this development independently, it is planned that the 

Pacific Northwest Library Association will make the studies necessary 

and open the way. For three years, the Library Development Committee, 

with the cooperation of similar committees in each state and province, 

has been gathering data and formulating recomendations for action. 

It has now come to the conclusion that a more thorough investigation 

is necessary to lay the foundation for future plans that can be 

: accomplished with the resources at the command of the Committee within 
the PNLA. The Committee has now recommended that research facilities 
be established to obtain the answers to the many problems facing 
librarians and trustees of the Pacific Northwest. To this end, a 
proposal has been drafted for presentation to < foundation asking 
financial assistance to carry on this research, This action fits 
in with the recommendations of the Intra-Regional Relations Committee 
as stated above. At the last business meeting at the Victoria Con- ; 
ference, it was moved, seconded and carried that the Library 
Development Committee be authorized to approach a suitable foundation 
for a grant in aid to carry out the project outlined in their pro- ; 
posal. Because this project can be of such vital assistance to the ! 
state of Idaho in its struggle for better library service, it is 
important that every librarian in the state be familiar with its 
provisions. It is therefore quoted heres 


Proposal of the PNLA Library Development Committee 


The Pacific Northwest Library Association has had for some 
time, as a principal objective, the development of a complete, 
modern and coordinated library service for the region consisting 
of the states of Oregon, Washington, Montana, Idaho and the 
province of British Columbia. By modern library service, we 
have in mind the benefit of an adequate stock of books and other 
materials, access to readily available information, and the 


services of professionally trained people not merely for large 
centers of population but especially for those cf the smallest 
and most remote corner of the whole region, 


In 1949, the Board of Directors appointed a Library Develop- 
ment Committee to examine the situation with a view to preparing 
a long-term program to implement this objective. During the 
past three years, a considerable amount of work has been done in 
this direction by various Divisions and Committees of the Asso- 
ciation and by the respective state and provincial library 
associations. We have become aware of the fact that the material 
which has been collected and studied oy various committees of 
the Association is not enough to carry forward the program. 
Therefore, a principal result of these investigations is the 
conclusion that, for the adequate completion and coordination 

of various fields of exploration and analysis, and for the 
formulation of an adequate program, we shall need the services 
of expert research personnel over a protracted period. In 

brief, we need to have a solid factual background for our 

future planning and development, 


Following is a brief statement of those matters which we 
feel should be the subject of investigation by research per- 
sonnel. 


l. The cost of establishing and maintaining an adequate 
library system, based on standards proposed by the 
Pacific Northwest. Library Association, and the inter- 
pretation of those standards by a research person as to 
validity. This to include: 

a. Salaries 
be Books and other matcriais 
ce. Technical processes 
d. Maintenance 
e. Capital funds for original establishment 
f. Factors determining the relative advantages of 
branches, stations, bookmobiles and direct mail in i 
extending library service. i 
(1) reader satisfaction | 
(2) local community identification a 
° (3) direct professional assistance to reader 
(4) number of persons in community served 
detail costs of giving these types of -vrvi. 


The Library Development Committee feels that Item "f" is | 
one of the most important from a research point of view 
and would lend itself to research methods for acquiring | 
substantial information not now in existence, 


A study of possible sources of revenue to support adequate 
library service, 


An analysis of the education and training of library personnel 
to determine how present programs meet current and future needs 
of the libraries of the region. This study would include the 
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problem of providing recognized standards of training to 
assure qualified personnel in libraries. 


A study of the present system of lay control through 
trustees and general governmental bodies to determin - 
their most effective role in library administration. 


A study of school library services including all instructional 
materials together with an analysis of its relations to the 
library's program for service to children, 


6. A study of State and Provincial Library agnecies in relation 
to present function, pattern of organization and relationship 
to the above problem. 


Application of the study made by the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association Standing Committee on Legislation of 
the legal basis for establishing regional library systems 
including intra-state and international compacts. 


A study of the coordination of the library services to the 
specialized workers and scholars >of the region. 


After careful study we have come to the conclusion that the 
best possible method of carrying out such a research program 
would be the establishment of an office of research in the 
School of Librarianship at the University of Washington, this 
office to include a research director, assistants, and adequate 
clerical help. It is the committee's belief that in order to 
be of any real value, the office should be maintained for a 
period of at least three years. 


In recommeriding the location of the research office at the 
School of Librarianship, we nad in mind the advantage that may 
be taken of the research facilities of the University which 
include the University Library, public opinion laboratories 

and the Library school. Integration of such a research pro- 
ject with the library school would stimulate studies of 
practical problems which, in turn, would make the students more 
aware of the problems before entering the field where the 
solutions will be applied, 


It is anticipated such studies under the direction of a 
qualified research person would materially aid the achievement 
of total library service in the Pacific Northwest and further-. 
more, that they would serve.as both pattern and stimulus for a 
continuous program of research in the library school. 


Realizing considerable information must be collected on which 
to base such studies, the Association can give assurance there 
will be full cooperation from the Pacific Northwest Library 
Association, all state and provincial associations, state 
agencies and all professional librarians, The Pacific North- 
west Library Association Development Committee and the Asso- 
ciation would also svlicit such aid >f outside agencies as 
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might be desired by the research director. 


Budget 


THe budget should provide for the salary of director and staff as 
well as travel funds to assure adequate coverage of the territory in 
gathering material and consultation with various authorities, 


For the best execution of the research program, it should be 
carried »ut in close consultation with the Library Development 
Committee and subject to the »verall approval of the PNLA Board of 
Directors, 


Yearly 3 years 


Salary $10,000 $30,000 
Secretary-Jr. Research . 3,600 10,800 
Travel 1,500 4,500 
Supplies 500 1,500 
Total for one year $15 y 600 
Specialist 2,500 
Polling expenses 5,000 
Contingencies 2,000 
Total for 3 year program 356,300 


A Legislation Workshop was spons»red at the conference by the PNLA 
Legislation Committee, Mrs. Beatrice Sawyer Rossell, formerly of the 
American Library Association and author of WORKING WITH A LEGISLATURE 
acted as consultant. Present also were the Minister of Education of 
the Province of British Columbia and a legislator, Mr. Davidson, from 
the state of Washington. The discussion centered around the question 
of getting bills for state aid to libraries enacted into law. Several 
very helpful suggtstions were brought out which will be passed on to 
our ISLA Legislation Committee. Common faults in drafting of bills 
were enumerated and the procedure for the average bili on its way 
through a legislature was traced. The proposed bill for the change in 
the Idaho Library Commission was discussed and it was pointed out 
that it is usually inadvisable to name one particular group to have 
influence in the selection of members of the Library Commission, It 
was suggested that the provision for having the third member of the 
commission one to be suggested by the State Federation of Women's 
Clubs be changed to merely require that a member having interest or 
ability to be appointed by the Governor as the third member in addition 
to a librarian and a trustee. ISLA members are referred to the July 
1952 issue of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN for the text of the proposed library 
law. It was pointed out that the October issue of PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 
publication of the American Library Association Fublic Libraries 
Division, would be devoted to state and Federal aid to libraries. 


A Mending Workshop was sponsored by the Library Supplies and 
Equipment Committee and was held in the Victoria Public Library. 
Florence Mack of the University of Washington staff was consultant. 
A pamphlet published in the University of Washington Bulletin series, 
No. 624, BOOK REP) IRING, IDEAS FROM THE MENDERY by Clara Douglas 
and Constance Lehde was suggested as a very helpful guide in the 
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training of assistants in book mending. 


The County-Small Libraries Division spent its time in reorganiz- 
ing into a Public Libraries Division to include all public libraries, 
For the meetings there would be two sections for discussion periods 
for large and small libraries, 


The College and Reference Division divided into six small groups. 
I attended the one on the care of Documents. Most of this discussion 
covered various methods of checking in documents in large libraries, 
Of great interest to me was the discussion on the problem of the 
distribution of state documents to the libraries of the states. 
Neither Montana nor Idaho have a law to provide for this. The 
distribution in Oregon And Washington both is handled through the 
agency of the State Library. In Washington the State Library has just 
begun to issue a quarterly listing called WASHINGTON STATE rUBLICATIONS. 
The preface in the first issue for April-June 1952 describes the 
method of distribution in that state. Here is another ereat service 
that might be done in Idaho if a strong state library were to be 
developed. 


A Committee on Making a Union List of Northwest Newspapers is 
working within the College-Reference Division, It has been decided 
that the holdings in the offices of newspaper publishers as well as 
those in libraries will be included. It is expected that this work 
will progress slowly because of the time-consuming task of checking 
the changes of titles, working out cross references, and posting the 
replies from libraries and publishers. The Idaho Representative on 
this committee is your Secretary-Treasurer and the author of this 
report and you will be hearing more from her about this when time 
will permit some work to be done. 


Miss Marion C. Orr of Idaho Falls is Chairman of the Committee 
on Collection of Biographical Data on Northwest Authors. She reported 
that work is progressing slowly and, though it will be some time 
before publication can be contemplated, enough material has been 
gathcred from each state to supply information on many authors to 
librarians wh> may request it. 


A report was given on the Pacific Northwest Bibliographic 
Center, At the close of the report year on May 31, 1952, the Union 
Catalog contained 3,662,890 cards. The total cash outlay since the 
establishment of the center totals far more than $160,000. This 
includes estimates of sums spent for card cabinets and personnel by 
the University of Washington Library and for salaries by the W.P.A 
during the period of its support of activities of the PNLA Bibli- 
ographic Committee. Fifty-four lists of proposed discards have been 
checked for last copies in the region and 821 items have been pre- 
served. During the calendar year 1951, contributions from 169 
libraries totalled $13,147.08. Of this amount libraries in Idaho 
contributed $632.4, At the present time, nine libraries in Idaho 
are making contributions to the support of the Bibliographic Centers 
Boise Public Library, Idaho Falls Public Library, Caldwell Public 
Library, Orofino Public Library, Northwest Nazarene College Library, 
College of Idaho Librarv, Roise Junior College Library, Idaho State 
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College Library, and the University of Idaho Library. All libraries 
are encouraged to use the facilities of the Center for inter-library 
loan service whether or not they can afford cash contributions, 
according to the regular formula. If they wish, a small token 
payment may be made each year. Libraries in Idaho whose catalogs 
have been photographed for the Union Catalog and who are contribut- 
ing cards for current accessions are the State College Library, the 
University of Idaho Library and Law Library, and the Boise Public 
Library. 


In September of 1953, the Pacific Northwest Library Association 
will hold its conference for the first time in Idaho. It will be in 
Sun Valley, and the new second Vice-President who is from your state, 
will be Conference Chairman, Let us all work for a good representation 
of Idaho Librarians at this first Idaho conference of PNLA. 


Marion Bingham 
Boise Public Library 


"As compared with the average male university student, the typical 
male librarian is rather submissive in social situations and less 
likely to show qualities of leadership. He is within the normal range 
of masculinity in his attitudes and interests, but he tends to lack { 
confidence in himself and to feel somewhat inferior. His feelings of 
inferiority, however, seem not to worry him excessively, for he experi- 
ences less than average nervous tension and irritability. He shows no 
great drive for overt activity, but is normally sedentary for his age. 
On the whole, he seems to have made a reasonably good adjustment to 
life, and one might guess that stomach ulcers would not be his occu- 
pational disease, 


The typical female librarian has a personality profile that is 
remarkably similar to that of her male colleague, As compared with the 
average woman university student, she is submissive in social situations, 
lacks self-confidence, feels inferior, has an average amount of drive 
for overt activity, and feels a normal degree of nervous tension and 
irritability. She is normally feminine in her attidudes and interests, 
Like the typical male librarian, she seems reasonably well adjusted." 
~--~A, I, Bryan, in her "The Public Librarian" page 43 (Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1952) 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD) 
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ALA WASHINGTON NEWS NOTES 
(From the September 15 ALA Washington Newsletter: ) 
Steel Situation for Libraries 


If you are contemplating construction in the near future, be sure 
to place your application for CMP h-C forms with Mr. Ralph Dunbar, 
Chief, Service to Libraries Section, U. S. Office of kducation, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. While the steel situation is still tight, libraries 
planning construction should not be deterred from placing their appli- 
cation for critical materials, 


Keep the washington Office Informed 


Local publicity on the Library Services Bill should be encouraged. 
Copies of newspaper articles, press releases and editorials would be 
greatly appreciated in the Washington Office, Often these can be 
placed in the Congressional Record to great advantage since it is read 
by everyone on Capitol Hille. Good local publicity ideas will be 
passed along to others through the Washington Newsletter. 


(From the October 13 ALA Washington Newsletter: ) 
Construction 


On October 3 the National Production Authority issued revised 
regulations for educational construction effective May 1, 1953. Self- 
authorization will be permitted on that date by schools, college and 
libraries for the following amounts of critical materials per project, 
per quarter: 25 tons of steel, including structural (not to include 
more than 2%:tons of alloy and no stainless);5,000 pounds of copper; 
and h,000 pounds of aluminun, 


The Library Services Bill 


Plans are going ahead to have the same bill reintroduced as early 
as possible after the 83rd Congress convenes in January. National 
organizations which have supported the bill in the past are again 
being approached for their continued active support in the next Congress. 
A number of these organizations have already pledged continued support. 


Here is a list of Senators and Representatives indicating their 
attitude toward the hibrary Services 3ill during the Second Session of 
the 82nd Congress. This will show how your Congressmen and Senators 
reacted to the Library Services Bills, S.1h52 and H.R. 5195. 


Dworshak, Henry C.. (R.) = No Indication 
Welker, Herman (R.) - No Indication 
Wood, John T. (R.) ~ Support 
Budge, Hamer H. (R.) - Support 


Much local effort should be made with all of those members return- 
ing to the 83rd Congress. Many of these members have said they need 
only be urged by letters and visits from people in their districts to 
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assure their active support of the legislation. Some have never made 
| an indication of their position and they should most assuredly be 
contacted and won to our cause, 


If new commitments are secured for the 83rd Congress, lease 
notify the ALA Washington Office. Notification of continued support 
pledeed by Members of Congress should be sent also. 


"In April of 1947, added impetus and much-needed encouragement 
was given to library development in Colorado when a new library bill 
was unanimously passed by the 36th General Assembly, The new law, 
commonly referred to as the Omnibus Library Act, repealed all of the 
obsolete and contradictory legislation on the statutes, and in clear 
and concise terms set forth the responsibilities and obligations of 

the State Library; provided authority and framework for the establish- 
ment of county and multi-county units; established procedure for 
contractual arrangements between libraries; and outlines a definite 
pattern governing the financial support of libraries, It provides 

for a ceiling tax levy of one and one-half mills for town and municipal 
libraries, and one-half of one mill for large-area units, The maximum 
figures fixed by the statute require revision upward if libraries in 
the State are ever to receive appropriations which will enable them 

to meet recognized orofessional standards, A reasonable minimum goal 
for the future would be one mill for county and regional libraries 

and two for those operating in municipalities..." 


is not reasonablé to. believe that a library program embracing 
the entire State. can be achieved in a short span of time, ‘Any worthwhile 
project requires years of hard and consistent labor, and if the people in 
the State are really to respect and appreciate their libraries, they must 
work for them over a long period. A decade would not be too long to wait, 
for the completion of the program and that period is recommended as suit- 
able for Colorado.’’ 


"The proposed Ten Year Plan, showing definite and reasonable annual 
increases in local and state appropriations may begin at any time, It 
is hoped that it will be launched immediately and that the schedule of 
increases. on the following page will be maintained, The ultimate objec- 
tive of the Plan, which could be achieved by 1962, is a per capita ex- 
penditure of $1.50, the minimum recommended by the American Library 
Association in its 1948 standards for public library facilities, and 
improved library services wiich will be available to all of the people 
of Colorado,"---The Colorado Plan for Better Libraries; Colorado State 
Library, revised 1951. pp. 6-7 and pp. 27-206 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 


| 


NiwS ON INTELL“£CTUAL FRE:DOM 


The following news notes were recently received from Paul Hialer, 
Secretary of the ALA Intellectual #réedom Committee: 


Many newspaper editors, like many librarians, have been disturbed 
over giving space or prominence to misinformation or ilies, When someone 
like Senator Joseph McCarthy misrepresents the facts in a speech, the 
feeling of many newsmen is that, in all due honesty, they ought to do 
something more about it than simply print the McCarthy charges in a 
prominent column. (Obviously they cannot suppress such charges.) 

Some have considered tagging such news stories with words like "true" 

or “untrue", Like librarians, however, editors have rejected labelling. 


As Irving Dilliard points out in the University of Chicago Law 
Review, however, editors do have a way out. While news stories which 

the editors believe are full of lies and misinformation must be printed 

in the news columns because of the prominence of the person who gives 

them out, the editors have the right--in fact, they have the responsibility 
--of making clear the newspaper's attitude toward such misinformation in 
their editorial columns, and if necessary of doing so over and over again, 


This suggests a hot topic for debate by librarians: Does a library 
(in addition to covering all sides of controversial problems in its 
collections) have the right or the responsibility of "editorializing"? 
Such a question cannot be fairly debated it would appear, unless 
editorializing can be clearly defined and popularly understood. The 
significance of newspaper editorials is that they are never ccnfused 
with news stories and that they are so placed and delineated that they 
can be readily passed over or ignored if the reader has learned dis- 
respect for the newspaper's opinions, 
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The Freeman (July 28) published "Consumers Union: a Red Front" by 
Larston D. Farrar. The foundation of this article is guilt by association, 
and much of its superstructure is a misrepresentation of the time when 
events occurred. Dates are often lacking, but by using the present tense 
(for example, on Ben Gold and Lewis Weinstock, whose slight connection 
with Consumers Union occurred more than ten years ago) the impression 
is given that most of the material in the article is current or up-to- 
date. Banning Consumer Reports from Dayton (Ohio) high schools libraries 
in June, 1951 is mentioned, but not the fact that the ban was lifted . 
three months later. A writer on the Cincinnati Enquirer is quoted on 
the supposition that CU is a "front," But not the Gincinnatd Post, which 
took the opposite view. A careful report on Consumer Reports by a 
special committee of the Detroit vublic schools is ignored entirely. 

Our dossier on the subject was not designed to answer Farrar's charges 
(how could they be foretold?), but we hope it is detailed enough to 
support librarians with the courage to keep Consumer Reports on library 
shelves. (Clearly, most of them do have that courage.) 
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This issue of the Newsletter, like the last, has been distributed 
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to a considerable number of public libraries in addition to a smaller 
list of particularly interested librarians. we cannot keep up the 
present stiff pace. The Intellectual Freedom Committee, however, has 
authorized that a year's subscription to the Newsletter be sent free 
to all individuals or libraries that request it. (Multiple copies 
will also be supplied on request but at a small price.) 
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Do librarians like to clip newspapers? Or don't they read 
anything but library newspapers which aren't supposed to be cut up? 
We should appreciate clippings of items about censorship (of films 
as well as reading materials), about academic freedom, about the 
right to make up one's own mind, in fact about anything in or out of 
libraries which pertains to this intellectual freedom on which democracy 
depends. In the course of a day's work we can check no more than one 
or two newspapers beyond local territory. Aside from New York City, 
Cleveland, and Los Angeles this now means no coverage except wher. some=- 
thing hits one of the wire services, This is a plea-in case anyone 
has misunderstood our meaning. 


In the movie "Deadline: USA" (starring Humphrey Bogart and 
Ethel Barrymore) there is a strong speech supporting the right of 
the people to know. The theme of the picture is the integrity of a 
daily newspaper, and the whole thing is pretty stirring stuff. 


As some newspapermen have been the first to point out, the right 
of the people to know is a larger, more inclusive affair than freedom 
of the press, important as that freedom is. And under this larger 
right of public knowledge comes the freedom of libraries to offer 
information on all sides of a question, 


One of the best statements we've seen on academic freedom is that 
adopted unanimously by the Oberlin College faculty last February. It 
is a single-page manifesto--an inclusive, caim, plain, brief statement 
which becomes the academic world. It is the kind of a statement which 
occurs when professional men realize that the chips are down and when 
the appointed committee remembers to keep its collective vocabulary 
clear and forthright. 


The current (September) issue of The Christian Register publishes 
(pp. 22-23) a series of brief comments under the heading "Shall Our 
Public Libraries Be Kept Free?" First is a note concerning excerpts 
of a manual designed for public librarians and issued by the Christophers; 
these excerpts were published in The Christian Register (August, 1951). 
Second are quotations from "The Librarian's Role in the Restoration of 
the World" by R. Paul Bartolini, head librarian of Kansas State Teachers 
College (Catholic Library World, December, 1951). And third is a 
memorandum from the Committee on Intellectual Freedom on the subject. 
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We commend this brief "discussion" to your attention, If there is 
demand we shall ask to have it reprinted, 


In the July issue of Everywoman's appeared an article on the public 
library by Jack Harrison Pollack called "You Pay For It--Use It." One 
of the closing paragraphs reads: 


Library-wise, there's one terribly important don't: don't 
let the witch-hunters behead your local library. As Librarian 
of Congress Luther H. Evans puts it, "No group in America has 
steadily, quietly and successfully resisted all pressures of 
bigotry and censorship more than the library profession." But 
today many of the same forces which are trying to chop down our 
public schools would do likewise to our libraries, oy censoring 
their holdings and throwing terror into timid librarians, Some 
of these evil attempts have already succeeded. But others, thank- 
fully, have been blocked by responsible citizens, notably in 
Los Angeles, California, and Scarsdale, New York. 


One of the articles in the General Appropriations Act passed by 
the Texas legislature in 1951 requires a "non-subversive oath" of all 
employees receiving money under the act. The State Commissioner of 
Education recently requested that, so long as this aath is required of 
public school employees, all publishers submitting textbooks for adoption 
should "indicate whether or not each of the authors, illustrators, and 
editors of the books submitted can qualify as under the terms of the 
Non-Subversive Oath." Although the Commissioner openly admitted the 
doubtful legality of making such "recommendations" as part of the 
contractual documents between the publishers and the state without 
specific authority from the Legislature, he urged them upon the State 
Board of Education and the recommendatiomswere passed unanimously. 


There are now available for distribution from this office as long 
as copies last the following publications: 


"Selective Bibliography of Literary Censorship in the United States" 
(11 mimeo, pages), prepared for the ALA Committee on Intellectual 
Freedom by Aaron Fessler of Cooper Union Library. (Not previcusly 
announced, ) 


Reprint (mimeo, 17p.) from the Harvard Educational Review (Summer, 
1951), including "The Public School and the American Heritage, a 
Policy Written by the NEA's National Commission to Defend Democracy 
Through Education" and David K,. Berninghausen,"A Policy to Preserve 
Free Public Education."" This was previously out-of-print; Mr. 
Berninghausen also now has copies for distribution from Cooper Union. 


"Libraries Are the Vessels in Which the Seed Corn for the Future 
Is Stored" by Dorothy Canfield Fisher, (One page, printed.) 
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What to Do About 'Dangerous! Textbooks," by Edward N. Saveth, 
reprint from Commentary, February, 1952. (8 pages, printed.) 


"Material On Consumers Union and Consumer Reports" (6 dittoed 
pages). Noted in the first item in this Newsletter and announced 
in the last issue, 


"Self-Rating Sheet - Check Your Library on Pressure, Propaganda 
and Policy" (One page, mimeo.) 


And of course, we have and will continue to have copies of the 
Library Bill of Rights and the Statement on Labelling. 


A group of editors and librarians interested in work with children 
have recommended to the Childrens Library Association that a statement 
similar to the Library Bill of Rights be prepared to cover children's 
books, "It was pointed out during discussion," says the recommendation, 
"that censorship of children's books cannot always be answered with the 
same arguments used to refute censorship of adult books," 


% % 


Many of the opinions of Robert M, Hutchins, former Chancellor of 
the University of Chicago and now Associate Director of the Ford 
Foundation, have been called "controversial" by other educators. We 
wonder, however, if anyone in sophisticated educational cirlles would 
disagree with the following excerpt of a speech he made before the 
Pasadena Chamber of Commerce and Civic Organization: 


Am I saying that the public should not control the edu- 
cational system? Certainly not. I am saying that the public 
should understand education, And it would do no harm if teachers 
and professors understood it, too, Indoctrination and propaganda 
have no place in it. The private opinions of teachers are not 
to be pumped or pounded into young people any more than the 
majority opinion is, But in my observation, which covers a very 
long period, there is not much danger to our youth from the 
improprieties of their instructors or the radical views that 
they may entertain...A far greater danger is that the majority 
will exert pressure on the educational system for indoctrination 
in and compulsory adoption of the majority opinion, The rule of 
the majority without free discussion and criticism is tyranny. 


| 


Your editor recommends the following book (free from the author) 
as a good publication in its field: 


"Step By Step Library Organization: a basic organization manual for 
libraries with book collections of 5,000 or less." By Zelia J. French, 
Extension Librarian, Kansas Travelling Libraries Commissiong Topeka,Kansas, 


HIGH SCHOOLS JOIN 


Mildred Hilswick, Pocatello High 
School librarian, was elected presi- 
dent in October of a newly formed 
5th District High School Librarian 
Association, This group, numbering 
some twenty members, will meet on 
November 22 at the Pocatello High 
School to discuss future plans for 
action, Your editor will give a 
luncheon talk on “High School Libr- 
aries: Active or Passive?" 


SODA SPRINGS SOARS 


Mrs. Mary P. Nielson, Chairman 
of the Soda Springs Library Board 
and high-school librarian there, 
recently visited your editor and 
was supplied with various suggestions 
concerning improvements for the 


rapidly growing-in size and use- 
Soda Springs institution. 


PRO TEM REPRoSENTATIVE 


Lee Zimmerman, University of Idaho 
Librarian, was selected by the ISLA 
executive board to finish out Miss 
Fraser's term as PNLA representative, 
after Miss Fraser resigned this 
summer, Mr. Zimmerman acted in his 
new capacity at the recent Victoria 
Conference of the PNLA,. 


ISLA CHANGES 


The results of the recent vote on 
constitutional amendments and the 
revised constitution will be printed 
in the January "Librarian." The re- 
sults of the Nominating Committee's 
deliberations will also be made pub- 
lic then, 


REXBURG R&PORT 


Miss Anna M, Craven has sent the 
following figures, covering July l, 
1951 to June 30, 1952, for her public 
library in Rexburg: 


Budget 

Books added, 
Adult 
Juvenile 

Books Discarded 

Book Stock, 
July 1, 1952 8539 

Circulation 18258 

Registered Borrowers 1905 


$1800 


28h, 
18, 
17 


Isc ITEMS 

Miss Una kL, Hallin, with college 
and high school library experience 
in Minnesota, became circulation 
librarian at Idaho State College 
Library on September 1, replacing 
Samuel Chandler, now an assistant 
librarian at Brigham Young Univer- 


sity. 


Bids for the new ISC Libr 
be opened in Boise, November 1), 
Miss Lillian Maxfield begins as 
assistant cataloger November le 


TRAVELLING LIBRARY ACTIVITY 


will 


On September 17, Mrs. Edith G, 
Robinson of Boise was named acting 
librarian of the State Travelling 
Library. The State Library Commis- 
sion left unfilled, for the present, 
the position of librarian, At the 
same meeting, Secretary of State 
Ira Masters and Superintendant of 
Public Institutions Alton B. Jones 
were named as a subcommittee to 
determine how to improve the travel- 
ling library's service, 


| 


JEROME WRITES 


The following correspondence be- 
tween Mrs, W.eP. Ronan, Treasurer of 
the Jerome Civic Club Library, and 
Miss Bingham may be of interest: 


October 2, 1952 


Dear Miss Bingham: 


In the July, 1952, issue of the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN we note, on page 9, 
that the Jerome Library listing is 
incorrect, and we are wondering if 
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You will notice that those fig- 
ures are in the report of the Libr- 
ary Development Committee which was 
compiled by Mr. Leonard Thorpe of the 
University of Idaho Library at Moscow, 
You may further note that there is a 
code of letters at the end of each 
entry in the list of libraries which 
may be interpreted by referring to the 
list of abbreviations used at the top 
of page 8,. In other words, the letters 
ALD after the income for the Jerome 
Public Library refer to the American 
Library Directory. Therefore, the 
error in the figures is not the re- 


you could advise us where you obtained sponsibility of anyone connected with 
your figures for the number of volumes,the Idaho Library Association but of the 


circulation, income, etc? 

At present our total volumes are 
somewhere around 7,000, our circu- 
lation is nowhere near 15,000, and 
our income has been averaging around 
$230.00 per month, or about 32,700 to 
3,000 per year. Our librarian says 
she did not give anyone the figures 
which were published, and we would 
like to be advised how you obtained 
these figures so that they can be 
corrected immediately. Wwe are work- 
ing at present to increase the number 
of volumes and the circulation to a 
desirable minimum for a community 
the size of Jerome, and we feel that 
such a great exaggeration of our 
present facilities might work a hard- 
ship in our drive for increased 
facilities, so we would appreciate if 
if you would correct this error as 
soon as possible, 

Mrs. W.P. Ronan 


October is 1952 
Dear Mrs. Ronan: 


In answer to your letter of Oct. 
2, the figures on the Jerome Library 
which were put in the July 1952 issue 
of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN came from the 
American Library Directory 1951, pub- 


lished by the R. R. Bowker Company in 


New York City. 

Presumably this information was 
gathered from direct contact with the 
libraries included in the directory, 
They were from the Boise Library. 


publisher of the American Library 
Directory or the person who supplied 
them with the informationese. 

Marion Bingham 


RIGBY BUYS 


According to the October 23 "Rigby 
Star," on October 21, the Rigby City 
Council signed an agreement for the 
purchase of the Joker Club building 
on Main Street for use as a public 
library. The article goes on: 


"The library board is to make any 
necessary improvements. 

The purchase price of the building 
was $6800, The building, with minor 
changes, is considered an excellent 
building for the library, having 
hard wood floors, spacious room, an 
oil furnace, and its location is ideal 
and handy. 

The library for several years has 
occupied the council room at the city 
building, and the additional books 
which have been added, made the space 
crowded and somewhat inconveniente 

The separate building for the libr- 
ary and the purchase of the building 
for the same, is a welcome improve- 
ment, and in line with progressive 
towns to be observed in South Dakota, 
Nebraska,and wyoming, in which local 
enterprise is manifest in excellent 
libraries and buildings." 


IDAHO STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
New Members 
June 15 = September 30, 1952 


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 


Higgins, Mrs, Ruth R., Asst. Libn. McClain, Alice, Reference Librarian 
Pocatello Public Library . Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello, Idaho Pocatello, Idaho 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 


Potlatch Public Library Sugar Community Library 
Potlatch, Idaho Sugar City, Idaho 
c/o Mrs. R. D. Wallace, Sec.-Treas, Mrs, Edith L. Bird, Librarian 


Spirit Lake Community Club Library 
Spirit Lake, Idaho 
Mrs. G. He Smith, Sec.-Treas. 


"It has long been an aceepted fact that the free public library, 
properly supported and administered, provides a fundamental community 
service, The public library is a local institution available for the 
use of all the people and one in which civic pride may be permanently 
manifested, The library with its various services is basic to the 
processes of education, recreation, and the dissemination of information, 
It has been said that books and library services help people to learn 
to do better what they already are doing; to learn new things; to follow 
current events intelligently; to find relaxation; and to develop their 
understanding generally. 

Beyond lending books the free public library provides many other 
services to its users, suchas the following: It answers reference 
questions in person, by phone, and by mail; it provides reading and 
study facilities; it maintains files of newspapers and other material; 
it develops reading lists and provides personal reading guidance; it 
conducts discussion groups; it does group work in the reading problems 
of clubs and organizations; and it offers instruction in the use of 
the library. 

In our complex society, democracy must, if it is to survive, have 
educated citizens who are aware of the issues facing their country and 
the world and understand those issues, Public library facilities are 
fundamental in providing our citizens with a means of continuing their 
education after they have left school, and they may also serve as a 
basic instrument of forum for developing intelligent understanding of 
national issues,"=-.Senate Report No.775, 82nd Congress, lst session 
(September 17, 1951) 
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